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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ   

 
"You study very hard and we work hard to teach you so that you can become a doctor who 
could take care of patients. Taking care of patients does not mean dying with them.ò 

 
These are the words of an African medical school dean  to his graduating class after the death of a 
doctor during an Ebola epidemic . To date  about 3600 us doctors lost their lives  to covid-19 in its first 
year. Although the death rate amongst healthcare workers from the coronavirus has decreased       
substantially in the second year of the pandemic, due to the precautions that are being taken and   
mainly due to the vaccinations, new variants of the coronavirus coming at us every few months from all 
directions (the Omicron variant being the main one lately) ,the virulence of which we don't know , as we 
don't know the effectiveness of the vaccine against any new mutations , we cannot predict how many 
colleagues we might lose in the fight against the virus. Since the beginning of the pandemic- as always 
- we have been leading the fight as we have done against all diseases. For us to be able to continue 
the fight we have to stay alive , well and healthy so that we can continue to do what we do.   We can 
not do that unless we take all the necessary measures that we have to take to protect ourselves.      
Including taking these precautions with all patients with whom we come in contact  It is estimated that 
almost 50% of patients admitted to hospitals who are positive for covid-19 present with something not 
related to that. Therefore it is important that we assume that every patient we encounter is infected with 
the virus regardless of their presentation. It is vital that we do our best to have all our patients          
vaccinated. 
 
In addition we have to watch and follow OSHA'S Healthcare emergency Temporary Standards (ETS) 
very closely. The Healthcare  ETS  include supplying personal protective equipment and ensuring  
proper usage (e.g., mandatory seal checks on respirators); screening everyone who enters the facility 
for COVID-19; ensuring proper ventilation; and establishing physical distancing requirements (6 feet) 
for unvaccinated workers. It also requires employers to give workers time off for vaccination.   
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¢ƘŜ DŜƴŜǎŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ нлнмΦ ! ƳŀƧƻǊ         

ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻƴ ŀǎ D/a{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ   bŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƛǊŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǝǾŜ    

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

! Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ D/a{ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΦ   L ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ  

ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ƻŶŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀũΦ   D/a{ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ DŜƴŜǎȅǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ 
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Iŀƭƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǝƴƎ ƻŦ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ D/a{ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ   L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƭƭ 

D/a{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ¢ƻǿƴ Iŀƭƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ DŜƴŜǎŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ [ŀƴǎƛƴƎΦ  .ƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇǊƻŘǳŎǝǾŜ ƻǊ ŘŜǘǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ D/a{Φ  D/a{ ƘŀŘ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

ŀǧŜƴŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƛƴ [ŀƴǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ I.порф ό/wb! ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜύΦ  D/a{ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ 

ƻƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀũŜŎǝƴƎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎΦ  vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ     

ǇƻƭƛǝŎƛŀƴǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǎŜŜ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƭƭ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎƛƴƎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ D/a{ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦ  

DŜƴŜǎŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ /h±L5-мф ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ   D/a{       

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ /h±L5-мф ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ   D/a{ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻũŜǊ /h±L5-мф ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻŶŎŜΦ    

Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ .ŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ !ǘƭŀǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƭǳō ƛƴ DǊŀƴŘ .ƭŀƴŎΦ   ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ 

млл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ    D/a{ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ .ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ 

ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ   L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ 5ǊΦ {ǳƴƛƭ wŀƻ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ нлнм ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅΦ   

5ǊΦ YƘŀƭƛŘ !ƘƳŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǎŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ нлннΦ  L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 5ǊΦ !ƘƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ D/a{ ƛƴ нлннΦ  

DŜƴŜǎŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

ǎǘŀōƭŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ D/a{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ нлнн ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǎŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎΦ   Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ D/a{ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǎŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 

 Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ D/a{ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ     

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜȄŜŎǳǝǾŜŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊϪƎŎƳǎΦƻǊƎ 
 

IŀǾŜ ŀ IŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ {ŀŦŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ 
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  Keep Genesee County Safe!  
1. Require Masks in your Practice 

2. Practice Social Distancing  in your Office 

3. Educate your Patients on Vaccinations 

 

 

http://www.gcms.org
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