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Our Vision  

That the Genesee County Medical Society maintain its position as the premier medical society by advocating on behalf of its 
physician members and patients.  

Our Mission  

The mission of the Genesee County Medical Society is leadership, advocacy, education, and service on behalf of its members and 
their patients.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  PLEASE NOTE  

The GCMS Nominating Committee seeks input from members for nominations for the GCMS Presidential Citation for Lifetime 
Community Service. The Committee would like to be made aware of candidates for consideration.  

By subscription $60 per year. Member subscription included with Society dues. Contributions to  
THE BULLETIN are always welcome. Forward news extracts or material of interest to the staff before the 1st of the month. All 
statements or comments in THE BULLETIN are the statements or opinions of the writers and are not necessarily the opinion of 

the Genesee County Medical Society . 
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President’s Message   

 

Physician Advocacy - Help the patient and in turn treat the disease. 
 

“The good physician treats the disease; the great physician treats the patient who has the disease.” 

-William Osler 

Advocacy - what is it? 

As physicians, we often find ourselves at the crossroads of a unique and sometimes intimate knowledge of 
patient needs, intersecting with the ability to leverage influence to change health care system delivery, social 
barriers, and even impact political policy. It is incumbent on physicians to be very familiar with the concept 
of seeing patient needs beyond a biomedical model and incorporating social factors of health into patient 
care, which forms the foundation of being an advocate. These factors may include education, income and   
employment, social support and housing, as well as early childhood experiences. 

Is physician advocacy important? 
 

On an individual basis, the precursors of advocacy must first involve establishing a patient-provider          
relationship wherein the needs of the patient are understood and heard, followed by taking additional steps to 
ensure a patient receives the services they need to recover and thrive in society. It is essential to have the   
humility to recognize that many physicians come from a background of relative privilege, and thus may not 
be able to directly relate to how a person without social privilege experiences illness or need. Being educated 
professionals, physicians ought to be reflective, self-aware, and cautious in        assuming they know or      
understand the socially disadvantaged patient’s priorities which is very important in the communities we 
serve.  

 
What are the barriers to physician advocacy? 
 

An important first barrier to having engaged physician advocates is the selection criteria of medical schools 
traditionally placing heavy emphasis on biomedical knowledge and predictors of achievement as a medical 
expert. If our medical communities and training institutions place a high value on advocacy, pre-medical 
school experiences that highlight awareness of social justice issues and a desire to intervene will be           
increasingly considered. 

 

Traditionally, advocacy was something observed in predecessor physicians who were notable role    models 
as advocates, then subsequent physicians began to experience and hone similar behaviors as   independent 
practitioners. In more recent years, there is an increasing emphasis on service learning:  engaging              
undergraduate medical students in community-based, hands-on projects to understand and   become involved 
with social and societal health needs. 

 

http://www.gcms.org
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How can we foster the skills of physician advocates? 

 
With the assumption that there is consensus that advocacy is an essential skill for physicians and as such 
should be thoughtfully and specifically taught throughout medical training, the task becomes how to 
build an educational framework. We must begin by selecting future colleagues that have an interest in, 
and hopefully a passion for, the role of physician as advocate. Both trainees and “accomplished”       
physician advocates must constantly and humbly return to the person or group we are advocating with to 
ensure our priorities align and that we are indeed working alongside. This will require the ability to    
establish excellent therapeutic relationships built on trust, listening, and understanding. The ability to 
liaise with community organizations that do not necessarily have biomedical outcomes as their primary 
goal ought to be encouraged and modelled early during the formative training of future doctors.  

 

Despite its diverse and broad definition, physicians often intuitively know when advocacy is required 
and that it is integrally important to the health of the individual and in caring for the greater community. 
Acquisition of advocacy skills is complex, longitudinal, inter-relational, and collaborative. The nature of 
the activity will  necessarily mean it is harder to define, quantify, and assess than other traditional     
physician skills such as scholarship and technical medical expertise; hence, curricula are diverse and in 
evolution. Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, advocates must approach each patient as an individual 
and with a great deal of humility.  Perception of need and how best to advocate is a lifelong challenge, 
which even the accomplished clinician advocate will find humbling and instructive. 

 

Hope this resonates with you and your willingness to become a “true” patient advocate. 

Paul Kocheril, MD 

http://www.gcms.org
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Practice Managers 

June 8, 2023 

9:00 a.m.  

 

Medical Society Foundation 

June 21, 2023 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Board of Directors 

June 27, 2023 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

*All meetings are via Zoom unless otherwise noted 

 

 

  

 

http://www.gcms.org
http://wachler.com/
http://www.wachler.com/
http://gcms.org/
https://www.potterandroose.com/
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP 

 

The Michigan State Medical Society House of Delegates 

 

In April, the Michigan State Medical Society (MSMS) held its 158th annual House of Delegates, a 

significant event that serves as a platform for discussing policy changes and resolutions. During 

this yearly meeting, medical professionals gathered to present resolutions to a reference     

committee, which subsequently reviews and recommends these resolutions for voting or 

amendment. Once a resolution successfully passes the vote, it becomes official MSMS policy. 

The Genesee County Medical Society (GCMS) actively participated in this meeting. Members of 

GCMS were also panel members of the resolution committees. 

As the Executive Director of the Genesee County Medical Society, I had the distinct honor of 

testifying in front of the MSMS reference committee during the 2023 House of Delegates. This 

opportunity was truly a career highlight for me, allowing me to advocate for the interests and 

concerns of our esteemed medical community. Being the first Executive Director within the  

current group of county executives to testify at the MSMS HOD made this experience all the 

more meaningful. 

Having attended the past two live HOD meetings, I can attest to the significance of this event. It 

also serves as a platform for county executives from across the state of Michigan to convene, 

engaging in valuable discussions on various issues and member benefits. These gatherings    

provide an unparalleled opportunity for networking, collaboration, and the sharing of insights 

and best practices among professionals who are dedicated to advancing healthcare. 

I am deeply grateful for the opportunities afforded to me by the GCMS and MSMS. Serving as 

the Executive Director in this role is truly a privilege, allowing me to work on behalf of            

physicians and the broader community of Genesee County. The Genesee County Medical       

Society stands as one of the most robust and dynamic medical societies in the state. I encourage 

all physicians in the county to consider becoming a member. 

I invite you to join us for the next Town Hall meeting, scheduled for August 31 @6pm. This 

promises to be a unique and exciting event, welcoming not only physicians but also spouses, 

children and non-members. Stay tuned for the Town Hall flyer announcement, and mark your 

calendar to ensure you don't miss out on this unique opportunity to connect with colleagues, 

exchange ideas, and contribute to the growth, and development of our medical community. 

Together, let us continue to shape the future of healthcare in Genesee County and beyond,  

fostering excellence, collaboration, education, and support in medicine. 

 

For any comments or questions, please do not hesitate to contact us  

at the following address: 

executivedirector@gcms.org 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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Save the Date 

GCMS/GCMSA 

President’s Ball 

November 18, 2023 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.sloanmuseum.org/
http://www.sloanmuseum.org/
mailto:kendall@completewa.com
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ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS  

AND OFFICE STAFF! 

Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern  

for medical professionals! 

Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for 

practice managers and office staff of all member physicians. 

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org to  RSVP,  

YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZOOM INVITE 

 

             

NEXT MEETING DATE:    

     June 8,  2023  9:00 A.M. 

                              You do not want your Practice Manager to miss  out  

on these valuable meetings! 

 & 

9:00 A.M. 

Via Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.
https://www.sovitacu.org/
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 Your Membership at Work 

 GCMS hosts monthly Practice Manager’s meeting discussing complicated     

insurance issues in round table discussions with various insurance     

companies.  If you find on-going  insurance issues, please reach out to 

GCMS staff at executivedirector@gcms.org and we can connect that            

insurance company representative with our hard working Practice        

Managers. 

 GCMS staff helped Genesee County residents with contacts, resources and 

explanations. 

 GCMS Membership Committee has collaborated and has a plan in place to 

reach out to and meet with various practices in Genesee County.  If you 

have colleagues  that are not yet GCMS members, please connect with them!  

**** A flyer of GCMS benefits can be provided to you. 

 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.hoffshealthybooks.com/
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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 DEA Extends Telehealth Flexibilities 

 

The ability to prescribe controlled substances based on telehealth patient visits was set to expire when 
the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency ends on Thursday, May 11th. The U.S. Drug Enforcement        
Administration (DEA) initially issued two proposed rules establishing new policies for controlled        
substance prescriptions based on telehealth visits, one for buprenorphine and one for other controlled 
substances. The AMA weighed in on the policy with multiple arms of the Biden administration,           
including the DEA as well as Rahul Gupta, MD, the Director of the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy. After receiving more than 38,000 comment letters, however, the DEA has decided to 
extend the same policies that have been in place during COVID for an additional 6 months, until         
November 11, 2023. The AMA has issued a statement welcoming this extension.  

 https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/ama-statement-dea-extending-telehealth-
prescription-flexibilities 

http://www.gcms.org
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2023-09936/temporary-extension-of-covid-19-telemedicine-flexibilities-for-prescription-of-controlled
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2023-09936/temporary-extension-of-covid-19-telemedicine-flexibilities-for-prescription-of-controlled
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/ama-statement-dea-extending-telehealth-prescription-flexibilities
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/ama-statement-dea-extending-telehealth-prescription-flexibilities
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.commit2fit.com/
https://www.umflint.edu/reccenter/virtual-fitness
https://crim.org/mindfulness/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRyHQ2bu3Wbc5J5UrZAm1nw/videos
https://ymca360.org/
https://www.arthritis.org/search/results?query=online%20exercises
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/C2FPrograms
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  For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers 

 For Reporting  

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information 

http://www.gcms.org
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:gchd-cd@gchd.us
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-530653--,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
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GCMS can help YOUR PRACTICE 

meet the ADA requirements  

and provide impeccable services to your patients 

at a DISCOUNTED price! 

Genesee County Medical Society Members  

receive a discount for language services! 

To become a GCMS member, 

or to receive details about  

this discounted service 

Please contact : 

ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org 

   NEW BENEFIT 

FOR 

 MEMBERS! 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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THE ALLIANCE FOCUS 

Genesee County Medical Society Alliance  

May 2022 ~ April 2023 

 

The year began with our annual Geranium Luncheon at Warwick Hills Country 
Club where the new officers were installed for the upcoming year. In September we 
came together for our annual International Luncheon at the beautiful home of Vijay 
Sayal. This event is always well attended and very fun not to mention the amazing 
food! In October we were treated to a fun and informative tour of the new Sloan   
Museum of Discovery where we were so happy to be joined by our MSMSA State    
President, Beth Junewick! In December members gathered for a beautiful holiday 
lunch at Warwick CC to end the year. This spring members enjoyed an informative 
program on ‘Women’s Health Matters’ by one of our own, Liesbeth Fernandez. The 

year will wrap up with the Geranium Luncheon at Warwick Hills on  May 23rd. 

 

We have two very active groups that meet regularly; one called the Friendship 
Group, open to all members, which meets for lunch at different local restaurants   

every month and our GCMSA book club which enjoys lively discussions from so many 
different world perspectives on a variety of books.  Again, fun and fellowship is in the 

air anytime our GCMSA members get together! 

 

The GCMSA also supported great causes such as the Food Bank of Eastern 
Michigan’s Senior Grocery Box program, the YWCA SafeHouse Shelter and families in 

need at the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Flint.  We supported other great causes    
including a student essay writing contest for the annual Peace Day celebration in Flint 
as well as books for school children. There has been a long-standing relationship with 
the Genesee County Free Medical Clinic and the GCMSA supports the Healing Hands 

Run and members have personally supported the clinic by donating items that the   
clinic distributes to those in need.  

 

How wonderful to make a difference in our community and have fun and         
fellowship at the same time with our wonderful GCMSA members! 

 

Tinsi Kline 

GCMSA President 2022-2023 

http://www.gcms.org
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   Dr. Purushottam Naik M.D. 

 

 

 

 
Of Grand Blanc, age 72, died Thursday, May 11, 2023 at his residence. Visitation was held 
Monday, May 15, 2023 at the Swartz Funeral Home, 1225 West Hill Road, Flint. Contributions 
may be made to the American Heart Association in Dr. Naik's memory. Purushottam was born 
in Wai, India on July 7, 1950. He was the son of late Narayan Wakade and Mangala Dhekne. 
He graduated medical school from BJ Medical College in 1973, and married Chitra Saptarshi 
on July 23, 1978 in India. Together they welcomed two children into this world. He dedicated 
over 50 years of his life in medicine having the privilege of practicing in four different        
countries. His empathy, kindness, and intelligence not only made him a great doctor, but also 
a source of wisdom and comfort to those who knew him. He had a calm and caring              
personality, and was known for his ability to sense when people needed his help. He touched 
many lives with his generosity and passion for life. Besides spending time with his family and 
friends, he enjoyed golfing, skiing, and traveling the world. He was lucky to live such a           
fulfilling life. Surviving are wife Dr. Chitra DMD; daughter Aditi and husband Chance Crosno; 
son Dr. Amogh DDS and wife Jackie Naik; grandchildren Aarya and Brady; cousins Shekhar 
Wakade and wife Pranjali; Mohan Wakade and wife Swati; Arun Wakade; and many special 
friends and colleagues. Dr. Naik was also preceded in death by his brother Dilip Naik. Your 
condolences may be shared with the family at swartzfuneralhomeinc.com  

http://www.gcms.org
https://mygiving.heart.org/-/XBQNFDVY
http://swartzfuneralhomeinc.com/
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https://genhs.org/
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http://www.genhs.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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     Do you have an advertising NEED? 

• Are you a Physician and you are a member of 

GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan? 

• Do you have a medical practice and you are a 

member of GCMS and your office has relocated? 

• Do you have a business that serves Michigan and  

business slow? 

    Let Genesee County Medical Society help! 

  

 1/2-page ad   $195/month 

 3/4-page ad   $290/month 

 Full page ad   $350/month 

 A link to the business website or email can be added for NO additional fee.  

 

 

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs! 

 

 

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin 

(ONLINE MAGAZINE) 

Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to 

1,500+ viewers.  The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published 

through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/) 

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership. 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/safehaven
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http://www.gcms.org
https://connect.msms.org/Membership/Join
https://connect.msms.org/Membership/Join

