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Our Vision  

That the Genesee County Medical Society maintain its position as the premier medical society by advocating on behalf of its 
physician members and patients.  

Our Mission  

The mission of the Genesee County Medical Society is leadership, advocacy, education, and service on behalf of its members and 
their patients.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  PLEASE NOTE  

The GCMS Nominating Committee seeks input from members for nominations for the GCMS Presidential Citation for Lifetime 
Community Service. The Committee would like to be made aware of candidates for consideration.  

By subscription $60 per year. Member subscription included with Society dues. Contributions to  
THE BULLETIN are always welcome. Forward news extracts or material of interest to the staff before the 5th of the month. All 

statements or comments in THE BULLETIN are the statements or opinions of the writers and are not    necessarily the opinion of 
the Genesee County Medical Society  
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MDHHS Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program Statewide Survey 
for Physicians 
 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) and the 
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (CLPPP) are looking for     
physician input to guide strategies for decreasing lead poisoning in children, 
especially in our most vulnerable communities.  
 
As we know, lead is a powerful neurotoxicant and elevated blood lead    
levels (EBLLs) can result in damage to the brain and nervous system as well 
as developmental delays in children. Eliminating EBLLs among children is 
one of the US national health objectives and extremely important in the 
Flint area. 
 
The CDC Advisory Committee on Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention is 
updating recommendations for improving blood lead screening and        
information for health-care providers, state officials, and others interested 
in lead-related services. Because state and local officials are more familiar 
than federal agencies with local risk for EBLLs, CDC recommends that these 
officials have the flexibility to develop blood lead screening strategies that 
reflect local risk for EBLLs, targeting screening toward specific groups of        
children in their area at higher risk for EBLLs.  
 

 
Altarum and the Michigan Child Lead Poisoning Prevention Program have launched a statewide survey for Michigan’s medical 
providers to establish a baseline of current blood lead risk screening procedures and to define the following: 
 

1. What percentage of medical providers are currently universally screening for blood lead exposure? 

2. What percentage of medical providers are using targeted screening for blood lead risk? 

3. What criteria are being used to target high risk populations (ZIP code characteristics, proximity of residence to factory     

where lead is used, age of residence, etc.) 

4. Are physicians familiar with and regularly using the Michigan recommendations for screening and testing at-risk           

children? 

5. What barriers may be prohibiting medical providers from instituting more targeted screening efforts (technological, or       

otherwise)?    
 
MDHHS’s Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program is interested in assessing the barriers to blood lead risk screening, 
blood lead level testing, and blood lead level test result submissions to the Child Lead Poisoning Program’s Surveillance     
System with the ultimate goal of increasing screening and testing state-wide for at risk populations.  They are asking for wide 
spread participation through a multitude of methods. All information captured will be kept private and will not be shared 
outside our organization Altarum or the MDHHS Child Lead Poisoning Prevention Program. Survey responses may be        
anonymously submitted, many questions are optional, and survey time is estimated between 1-2 minutes. 
 
Survey responses will be captured electronically through a web form HERE. 

Qazi Azher , MD 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   

http://www.gcms.org
https://altarum.org/
https://miclppp.org/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/4015801d0a2541c898f2e5ad6ea0cf99
http://gcms.org/
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MEETINGS 

 

Membership Meeting & Medical Community Roundtable, 

8/27 

6:30 pm, Zoom 

 

Legislative Liaison Committee, 9/14 

8:00 am, Zoom 

 

Board of Directors, 9/22 

6:00 pm, Zoom 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gcms.org
http://wachler.com/
http://www.wachler.com/
http://gcms.org/
https://www.potterandroose.com/
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

Michigan ranks 43rd lowest in the nation for immunization coverage 
among toddlers. In addition, only 53.1 percent of Michigan children 
19 months through 35 months of age were fully immunized with 
recommended vaccines according to MCIR data. Among those was 
the measles vaccine, which broke out nationally last year and       
included 46 cases in Michigan. 
 
Fewer Michigan children are currently up to date on their routine 
vaccines because of postponed well-child visits during the COVID-19 
pandemic. In May, a study was published in the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) Morbidity and Mortality Weekly      
Report showing how COVID-19 has had a negative impact on routine 
vaccinations in Michigan.   According to data from the Michigan Care Improvement Registry (MCIR), 
the percentage of 5-month-olds in Michigan who were fully up to date on all recommended        
vaccines decreased from about two-thirds during 2016-2019 to less than half in May 2020. 
 
Our physicians have implementing new procedures to ensure patients can safely come in for well 
visits and to get caught up on immunizations, including checking in from the car, limiting how many 
people can accompany a child and requiring face masks. The CDC has also released                         
extensive guidance for healthcare providers on how to continue to provide immunization services 
safely during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

At a time when our healthcare system is already overwhelmed, it’s important that we avoid        
outbreaks of preventable, potentially deadly diseases.  Following the CDC-recommended               
immunization schedule protects infants and children by providing immunity early in life, when they 
are most at risk for getting seriously ill from these diseases if they are exposed. 
 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Tied to Reduced Immunization Rates 

   Angie Kemppainen, CAE  

http://www.gcms.org
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6920e1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/downloads/parent-ver-sch-0-6yrs.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/downloads/parent-ver-sch-0-6yrs.pdf
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LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT – A BASIC OVERVIEW  

 

What is a Will? 

 A Will, or Last Will and Testament, as it is sometimes referred to, is probably the most well-known  

estate planning document. Most people understand that they should, at some point in their life, make 

a Will. The purpose behind a Last Will and Testament is that it allows an individual to plan for the     

disposition of their property and assets upon their death. A person making a Last Will and Testament is 

called the “testator.” The testator must be at least 18 years old and have sufficient mental capacity to 

make a will. This article will explore some of the basic provisions of a Last Will and Testament. Upon 

your death, your Last Will and Testament is filed with the probate court and a Personal Representative 

is appointed to administer your estate. A Last Will and Testament is usually the central component to 

every estate plan. However, it’s important to note that a Last Will and Testament alone does not avoid 

the probate process. Your finances, assets, family, and objectives should all be considered when       

deciding the right estate planning choice for you.  

 

Personal Representative  

A Personal Representative is the person nominated in the Last Will and Testament to carry out the  

testator’s wishes and wrap up his or her affairs. The person named in the Last Will and Testament has 

the highest priority for that appointment in the State of Michigan, but the probate court ultimately 

appoints the personal representative of the estate. The Personal Representative has very broad     

powers when it comes to the estate. Per MCL 700.3711, “…a personal representative has the same 

power over the title to estate property that an absolute owner would have…” Not only will the         

Personal Representative carry out the testator’s funeral and burial arrangements, but they also have 

control over real and personal property and administers the assets of the estate to the beneficiaries. A 

Personal Representative is also considered a “fiduciary” meaning that they must carry out their duties 

with certain legal responsibilities. When nominating a Personal Representative in a Last Will and      

Testament it is important to consider someone who is responsible and able to handle the work         

involved in administering your estate. Most individuals select a close family member like an adult child 

or a close friend to act as their Personal Representative . 

 LEGAL ADVISOR           LEGAL ADVISOR 

http://www.gcms.org
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Provisions  

The Last Will and Testament begins with an opening introduction clause and declaration. The            

introduction provides basic identifying information of the testator and can also include a personalized 

message from the testator, such as the reasons and thoughts behind making the Last Will and          

Testament. The declaration identifies the testator’s family, who are usually the beneficiaries or heirs. 

The declaration can also be used to identify the testator’s preference for organ donation and provide 

burial instructions. A Last Will and Testament can then dispose of the testator’s property by making 

specific gifts to individuals or entities such as real estate, personal property and cash gifts. Theses gifts 

should be identified with enough clarity and detail to make certain that the gifts can be identified and 

distributed correctly. A Last Will and Testament may also refer to a separate handwritten list of the 

testator’s tangible personal property to dispose of to certain named individuals. This separate list   

cannot dispose of every kind of property, only tangible personal property. Gifts of cash or securities 

should not be included in this handwritten list. For families who have minor children, another           

important provision is where the testator appoints a guardian for their minor children. The appointed 

guardian should also be someone the testator feels is responsible to take care of those precious     

people and is willing to serve. Finally, there is a residuary provision. The residuary or “residue” of an 

estate is what is left over after specific gifts have been made and there has been payment of the debts, 

taxes, expenses of the estate. The residuary can be left an individual or individuals in shares or even 

“pour over” to another estate planning document such as a trust.  

  

Conclusion  

Again, a Last Will and Testament is a central component to 

the estate plan. The purpose of the Last Will and    Testa-

ment is to provide for the disposition of your   property and 

assets upon your death. It is important to consider your as-

sets, your family and your objectives in making a Last Will 

and Testament. A Last Will and       Testament alone does 

not avoid the probate process so you should discuss with 

your attorney other estate   planning documents which are 

right for your situation. In summary, you will have to select 

a personal                 representative that will carry out your 

wishes and take care of the administration of your estate.  

 

 

 

http://www.gcms.org
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The Last Will and Testament will dispose of your property through specific gifts or other distributions. 

The Last Will and Testament can also dispose of tangible personal by a handwritten list. All property/

assets left over will be distributed among your named beneficiaries or directed to be distributed      

pursuant to an additional estate planning document such as a trust. A Last Will and Testament also  

allows the testator to appoint a guardian for minor children. If you have questions about a Last Will 

and  Testament or other estate planning tools, contact Eric M. Froats, Estate Planning attorney, at 

Cline, Cline & Griffin, P.C.  

 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.ccglawyers.com/
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Sovita 
Credit Union 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.sovitacu.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpdemgrj0vHdXVh8aPEPlyGqfoLOw1i3Iv
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GUEST EDITORIAL 

 

Doctors and Their Families Make a Difference 
The Genesee County Medical Society Alliance is the volunteer arm of the GCMS. The membership dues 
are used to help fund several service oriented projects of which Doctors and Their Families Make a 
Difference is an important one. It was started by the Michigan State Medical Society Foundation and the 
campaign has been carried out by all Alliances across the state and is an ongoing project of the GCMS 
Alliance. Clothing, shoes, toiletries, personal care and children’s items, diapers, books, over-the-counter 
pain relievers, hygiene and household products, etc. are collected throughout the year to be donated to 
the local crisis shelter that houses those women who flee from an abusive relationship to seek           
protection at the facility. Typically, about five hundred women and children use the facility every year. 
However, the shelter can accommodate thirty two of them on a daily basis.  
In addition to the members’ donations, 
McLaren-Flint, provided us with a         
generous grant that helped the Alliance 
to purchase many more much needed 
items which were delivered to the shelter 
which brought plenty of cheer to all     
residents and their children. 

 

Lakshmi Tummala  

 

 

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://therybargroup.com/
https://therybargroup.com/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://apps2.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/esor/spring/main?execution=e1s1
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    Pure Michigan Business Connect offers a free procurement 
program to assist businesses in accessing  non-medical grade 
personal protective equipment (PPE) to keep their employees 
and customers safe as they begin to resume in-person          
operations, as is required by Executive Order 2020-91.         

 
    https://www.michiganbusiness.org/ppe/ 
 
    Michigan Chamber of Commerce has compiled a list of over 

130 companies that source, manufacture or distribute PPE 
equipment.  

    https://www.michamber.com/personal-protection-equipment 

    Small Business Association of Michigan has compiled a list of 
resources of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to help   
prepare Michigan's small businesses to manage guidelines and 
regulations for safe work.  

    https://www.sbam.org/covid-19-resources/personal-protective-
equipment-ppe/ 

HAVING DIFFICULTY OBTAINING PPE? 

http://www.gcms.org
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michiganbusiness.org%2Fppe%2F&data=02%7C01%7CDelaRambeljeL%40michigan.gov%7Cc6a44e1f4e5d46003b8d08d804016e5f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637263751471605331&sdata=9yJL%2FwhZ
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michamber.com%2Fpersonal-protection-equipment&data=02%7C01%7CDelaRambeljeL%40michigan.gov%7Cc6a44e1f4e5d46003b8d08d804016e5f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637263751471615325&
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sbam.org%2Fcovid-19-resources%2Fpersonal-protective-equipment-ppe%2F&data=02%7C01%7CDelaRambeljeL%40michigan.gov%7Cc6a44e1f4e5d46003b8d08d804016e5f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sbam.org%2Fcovid-19-resources%2Fpersonal-protective-equipment-ppe%2F&data=02%7C01%7CDelaRambeljeL%40michigan.gov%7Cc6a44e1f4e5d46003b8d08d804016e5f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C
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   Happy birthday doctor!

 

 

  AUGUST 

 SEPTEMBER 

http://www.gcms.org
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https://www.commit2fit.com/
https://www.umflint.edu/reccenter/virtual-fitness
https://crim.org/mindfulness/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRyHQ2bu3Wbc5J5UrZAm1nw/videos
https://ymca360.org/
https://www.arthritis.org/search/results?query=online%20exercises
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https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/cares-act-provider-relief-fund/index.html
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