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President’s Message   

  

 

The House of Medicine 

 

 

I attended the Michigan State Medical Society (MSMS) House of Delegates meeting held on April 22 

and 23, 2023.  This is when the policies and agenda for the state medical society or “The House of  

Medicine” are adopted.  Delegates are sent from each county medical Society to represent the         

physicians from the county.  The delegates submit resolutions for the House to consider. If adopted 

they become MSMS policies, and some are taken to the AMA to help form national policy.  Resolutions 

are put forth by the county society members and include medical student resolutions.   

The idea is to bring forth grass roots issues from the counties and formulate policies to help doctors 

and the patients they serve.  The ideas are packaged as resolutions to be adopted by MSMS. The       

resolutions are evaluated by 5 reference committees: Medical Care Delivery, Legislation, Internal Affairs 

and Bylaws, Public Health, Scientific and Educational Affairs.  The committees were open to the         

delegates and alternates to attend and had open discussions and debates regarding their assigned    

resolutions on Saturday, April 22.  There were often recommendations for amending the language, and 

the reference committee voted on which resolutions should be adopted. The committees then          

presented the resolutions to the entire house of delegates on Sunday, April 23, for the final vote. 

Several resolutions were adopted to support physicians and patient care. Some insurances do not allow 

for referrals to specialty care by a patient’s primary care doctor who is out of network.  This often      

results in delays in medical care (based on testimony provided at the meeting), with no obvious benefit 

to the HMO.  So, a resolution was adopted to support a patient’s right to choose non-participating    

physician practices. Resolutions were also adopted to support collaborative care where the physician 

must be available to provide supervision and support to non-physician providers.  A resolution to     

support anti-retaliation for medical decisions made by employed physicians and other resolutions to 

support employed physicians were adopted.  

Several “hot button” issues were addressed.  Policies adopted included protecting gender affirming 

care, supporting efforts to reduce the impact of climate change by reducing carbon emissions from 

medical care, reducing mortality resulting from gun violence by limiting firearm sales for those with   

felony convictions, and to support making hormonal contraception available over-the-counter.            

The full report can be found in 2023 House of Delegates final action report                                                    

(https://www.msms.org/About-MSMS/House-of-Delegates). 

 

http://www.gcms.org
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Unfortunately, policies do not go far without funding to support action and legislation. The Ways and 

Means committee manages MSMS’ finances. The meeting to discuss the finances of the MSMS was 

open to the attendees.   The primary method of support is with membership dollars.  Based on the   

information presented at the meeting, MSMS membership has been declining since 2009 and annual 

deficits have been growing.  The current budgeted deficit estimated for this year is $1.6 million.        

Fortunately, there is roughly 10 million in savings that can be used in the short term.  However, the 

deficit must be closed with some combination of increasing revenue or reducing expenses. Dr. Tom 

George, the interim Chief Executive Officer and a  practicing anesthesiologist, has the unenviable task 

of solving the deficit problem over the next 2-3 years. Current cost cutting moves include the pending 

sale of the MSMS building in Lansing.  This is projected to lower the deficit by roughly $500,000.        

Unfortunately, more cuts will be required without a significant  increase in  membership or grant   

funding.  However, a budget to act on MSMS’ priorities will be developed.  

The other arm for garnering support for our policies is the Michigan Doctor’s Political Action Committee 

(MDPAC), which had a booth at the meeting.  Last year the MDPAC raised only $38,000 in funding.  In 

order to have the opportunity to put our agenda in front of state lawmakers, we will require much 

more funding. The MDPAC was able to reach its goal this weekend to raise $10,000 and report that 

they have raised more than double last year’s funding so far.  However, hospitals and other                

professional groups (the nurses association raised $111,000 according to MDPAC) are still out funding 

our efforts.   

Other important events at this meeting included the installation of our new president. M. Salim U.    

Siddiqui, MD PhD became the 158th president of the MSMS on April 22.  The presidential baton was 

handed over to him by Dr. Thomas Veverka, the immediate past president.  Dr. Siddiqui is a radiation 

oncologist in Henry Ford Health System. 

There is definitely a clear reflection of political views in the meeting consistent with what we see in the  
greater political arena.  The politics of the meeting were generally cordial and unlike the outside         
political  arena, deference was given to science and evidence-based solutions.  I feel that putting forth 
our views and making policies with grass roots support are important and make for a better Michigan 
and better country.    I would encourage everyone to attend the next House of Delegates meeting.  I 
would urge everyone to  volunteer at the county, state, and national level (GCMS, MSMS, and the 
AMA).  There is a special feeling of community that comes when physicians of several specialties come 
together to work for the common good, especially given the headwinds our profession is facing.  I 
would also encourage everyone to visit https://mdpac.org and donate. 
 

Paul Kocheril, MD 

http://www.gcms.org
https://mdpac.org
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Legislative Liaison Meeting 

May 1, 2023 

8:00 a.m. 

  

Practice Managers 

May 11, 2023 

9:00 a.m.  

 

Board of Directors 

May 23, 2023 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

*All meetings are via Zoom unless otherwise noted 

 

 

  

 

 

http://www.gcms.org
http://wachler.com/
http://www.wachler.com/
http://gcms.org/
https://www.potterandroose.com/
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

GCMS In the Community 
 

 

 DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP 

 

The Genesee County Medical Society has a significant impact on the 

local medical community through the quarterly Town Hall Meetings. 

Town Hall Meetings are arranged specifically to address concerns or 

issues within medicine, to complete a mandatory Michigan licensure 

requirement, or education. 

 

GCMS hosted a Town Hall on March 22, 2023 via Zoom. The Michigan State 

Medical Society and the AMA assisted with obtaining a dynamic 

speaker. The meeting was titled “Physician Burnout”. Dr. Kevin 

Hopkins, MD was the guest speaker. Dr. Hopkins presented an 

informative PowerPoint presentation appropriate for all specialties of 

medicine. I appreciated how Dr. Hopkins presented personal issues 

within his presentation. Attendees could understand they were not 

alone on this issue. 

 

The GCMS Town Hall meetings are beneficial for all physicians. The 

topics & camaraderie are a benefit in this climate of medicine. The 

next Town Hall meeting will be in the fall. I am working on the most 

exciting & unique Town Hall meeting ever. Please join us! 

 

GCMS memberships make it possible to organize these educational 

sessions for the medical community. For future topic suggestions, 

please contact me. If you are not a current member of GCMS please 

consider joining and supporting the medical community. 

For questions or concerns please contact: 

executivedirector@gcms.org 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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Saturday, May 20, 2023 @ 9:00AM 

- Mott Community College,  

Downtown Flint 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.sloanmuseum.org/
http://www.sloanmuseum.org/
mailto:kendall@completewa.com
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.hurleymc.com/services/plastic-and-reconstructive-surgery/
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ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS  

AND OFFICE STAFF! 

Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern  

for medical professionals! 

Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for 

practice managers and office staff of all member physicians. 

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org to  RSVP,  

YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZOOM INVITE 

 

             

NEXT MEETING DATE:    

     MAY 11,  2023  9:00 A.M. 

                              You do not want your Practice Manager to miss  out  

on these valuable meetings! 

 & 

9:00 A.M. 

Via Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.


 

April 2023  THE GCMS BULLETIN 11 

http://www.gcms.org
https://www.sovitacu.org/
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REAL BODIES at Sloan Museum of Discovery 

By Todd Slisher, Executive Director – Sloan Museum of Discovery/Longway Planetarium 

Real Bodies: The Exhibition opens July 7, 2023, at Sloan Museum of Discovery in partnership with Hurley Medical    

Center. This will be Sloan’s first special traveling exhibit since re-opening as a newly-renovated and expanded hands-on 

science and history museum.  We expect 61,000 attendees over six months from the general public, many of whom will 

find inspiration to change unhealthy habits or learn a bit more about their bodies. This will also be a rare opportunity 

for physicians, nurses and other healthcare professionals to delve into disease pathology from a unique perspective at 

an exhibit that has never been seen in Mid-Michigan before now. 

As the title indicates, Real Bodies: The Exhibition features actual human specimens that have been preserved using a 

process called polymer preservation. It uses liquid silicone rubber to prevent the natural body process of decaying,   

permanently     preserving the specimens. The preservation process can take up to a year, depending on the size of the 

organ or body.      Specimens featured in the exhibition were donated legally, showed no signs of trauma or injury, 

were free of infectious      disease, and died of natural causes. 

There are eleven themed sections of the exhibit, each focusing on a different medical specialty, plus a special section 

that  includes the latest science-based information about COVID-19. 

In “The Anatomist’s Study” gallery, for example, the skeletal system is on display, allowing visitors to more personally 

connect to such concepts as how their bones heal, why babies are born with 300 bones but adults only have 206, or 

how every bone (except the hyoid) is connected to another bone.  

“Breathe” showcases the respiratory system with real lung specimens that vividly juxtapose a smoker’s lung with a                

non-smoker’s lung. It allows your patients to relate to the function of their lung’s capillaries and oxygenation of the 

body. More esoterically, it represents the connection between breathing rates and emotional states, bringing a deeper 

meaning to why healthy breathing matters. 

The “Hunger” gallery visually displays 22 feet of the large intestine, the bond between the production of stomach acid,      

emotional stress, and food digestion, among many other bodily functions. 

In the “Move” gallery, the full body specimen has the muscle layers pulled away from the bones so visitors can truly            

understand how exercise affects the entire musculoskeletal system. 

“Think” is about the nervous system. It illuminates the grey and white matter of the brain, the differences in men and       

women’s brains, and how the brain loses mass as we age.  

The COVID-19 section was added to educate visitors on how SARS-CoV-2 impacts the major systems of human        

anatomy—from respiration to circulation. This updated content was created by the producers of the exhibit, Imagine 

Exhibitions, alongside emergency medicine physicians and epidemiologists with experience in emerging infectious   

disease preparedness and        response.  

Real Bodies has the capacity to inspire new healthy habits in patients, students to pursue the medical field, and health        

professionals to look beyond pathology in patients. From my experience presenting a similar exhibit at the Detroit   

Science Center years ago, both healthcare professionals and patients will find Real Bodies educational, moving, and 

very possibly     life-changing.  

Real Bodies: The Exhibition is presented by Sloan Museum of Discovery in partnership with Hurley Medical Center. It 
will open July 7, 2023 and run through January 14, 2024. We are offering a few exclusive sponsorships of various 
themed galleries. If you would like to learn more about sponsorship opportunities, please contact me at TSlish-
er@SloanLongway.org. Get tickets and learn more about the exhibit at www.SloanLongway.org/RealBodies. 
 

Guest Article 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:TSlisher@SloanLongway.org
mailto:TSlisher@SloanLongway.org
http://www.SloanLongway.org/RealBodies
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 Your Membership at Work 

 GCMS hosts monthly Practice Manager’s meeting discussing complicated     

insurance issues in round table discussions with various insurance     

companies.  If you find on-going  insurance issues, please reach out to 

GCMS staff at executivedirector@gcms.org and we can connect that            

insurance company representative with our hard working Practice        

Managers. 

 GCMS staff helped Genesee County residents with contacts, resources and 

explanations. 

 GCMS Membership Committee has collaborated and has a plan in place to 

reach out to and meet with various practices in Genesee County.  If you 

have colleagues  that are not yet GCMS members, please connect with them!  

**** A flyer of GCMS benefits can be provided to you. 

 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.hoffshealthybooks.com/
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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MIPS Extreme and Uncontrollable Circumstances Hardship Exception  

 

In response to advocacy from the American Medical Association and organized medicine 
about the ongoing impacts of the COVID-19 public health emergency (PHE), the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) will continue to allow physicians and group    
practices to apply for a MIPS Extreme and Uncontrollable Circumstances hardship           
exception to avoid up to a -9% MIPS penalty in 2025 based on 2023 performance. The   
exception will not be automatic, and interested physicians and groups must actively       
request reweighting of one or more MIPS performance categories due to the COVID-19 
PHE. Requesting reweighting of all four MIPS performance categories will avoid a MIPS 
penalty in 2025. CMS expects to release the hardship exception application in spring 
2023. 

  
This is a big relief for physicians and their patients because CMS estimated in the final rule 
that up to  one-third of MIPS eligible clinicians would have received a penalty due to the 
increasingly stringent requirements to participate in MIPS in 2023. It is also likely that 
small, rural, and practices serving  underserved populations would have been                  
disproportionately impacted by these penalties. We encourage you to spread the word to 
your members about this critical reprieve from up to a -9% penalty due to the COVID-19 
PHE. 
 

http://www.gcms.org
https://qpp.cms.gov/resources/covid19
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.commit2fit.com/
https://www.umflint.edu/reccenter/virtual-fitness
https://crim.org/mindfulness/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRyHQ2bu3Wbc5J5UrZAm1nw/videos
https://ymca360.org/
https://www.arthritis.org/search/results?query=online%20exercises
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/c2fprograms
http://www.commit2fit.com/
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  For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers 

 For Reporting  

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information 

http://www.gcms.org
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:gchd-cd@gchd.us
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-530653--,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
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GCMS can help YOUR PRACTICE 

meet the ADA requirements  

and provide impeccable services to your patients 

at a DISCOUNTED price! 

Genesee County Medical Society Members  

receive a discount for language services! 

To become a GCMS member, 

or to receive details about  

this discounted service 

Please contact : 

ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org 

   NEW BENEFIT 

FOR 

 MEMBERS! 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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GCMS Alliance Friendship Group 

After a long hiatus during Winter, the Alliance Friendship Group met on a beautiful Spring day at the 

Warwick Hills Golf and Country Club along with some other members of the Alliance. Having missed 

seeing each other, there was a big turnout. Great camaraderie was shared over the delicious food . The 

next bi-monthly luncheon is on Tuesday, June 27. 

THE ALLIANCE FOCUS 

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.gcfmc.org/
https://www.gcfmc.org/
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Dr. Vernon C. Urich, 90, of Oro Valley Arizona passed away October 19, 2022, peacefully and 
painlessly in his sleep.  He died of Covid and advanced Parkinson’s Disease and Lewy Bodies 
Dementia.  

Vernon, the oldest son of Elmer and Rose (Hejlik) Urich, was born October 20, 1931 in Garner, 
Iowa. He graduated from Garner High School in 1949.  He attended University of Iowa and 
graduated with a BS in 1952 and his Medical Degree in 1956.  Internship at Hurley Medical 
Center (1956-1957) and Residency at Iowa State University (1957-1961).  Vernon had a      
private practice in Flint Michigan until 1991 and then worked at the  Carl T Hayden VA      
Medical Center in Phoenix Arizona.  He was married to Joan Macksood in 1957 with five 
amazing children.   

Post graduate certificates with State of Iowa (1956), State of Michigan (1961), State of        
Arizona (1963), Fellow, American College of Surgeons (1967), and American Board of Urology 
(1964). 

Vernon belonged to over 24 organizations and 6 of which he was on the board of directors.  He was the chief of Surgery at Genesee 
Memorial Hospital (1966-1970), Chief of Urology St Joseph Hospital (1970-1991) and Chief of Urology Carl T. Hayden VA Hospital 
(1991 to 1998).  He worked at St Joseph Hospital, Hurly Medical Center, Genesee Memorial Hospital, McLaren Regional Medical 
Center, Wheelock Memorial Hospital, Beaumont Hospital, University of Michigan Flint Hospital, and Carl T. Hayden VA Medical 
Center from (1961 to 1998).  He published 11 articles and presented at 144 different conferences, colleges or hospitals.  Patient 
education was high on his list of accomplishments with 16 published documents.  Vernon felt all patients were entitle to healthcare 
and when they could not afford it he took sweets, fresh eggs, farm fruits in lieu of money.  He made house calls and worked around 
the clock for his patients.  

After retirement he did not stop working. He volunteered his time at Indian reservations and the Heard Museum.   Vernon loved 
University of Michigan Sports and was part of the recruiting committee under Bo back in the day for football. He was a kind, loving 
and compassionate man with a very devote catholic faith.   He loved to golf, walk and do research any topic he did not know 
about.   At age 70, he was in (12) 5K walking races and placed in the top three each time.  He dedicated his life to others and helped 
anyone that needed it.  He never asked for anything in return.   

Vernon loved his children very much and tried to be at many Macksood & Nakfoor family holiday functions. He loved to make 
home made ice cream, barbecue meats, fresh farm watermelon and corn on the cob. His children were his pride and joy. He looked 
forward to being with them and his grandchildren as much as he could.  

Vern learned sand painting, painting, clay work, chair volleyball and chair yoga as his illness progressed.  He had one special friend 
(Walter Hellman) that encouraged him to stay engaged in arts and activities.  He was never the same after he passed away.  He 
loved his friends, artwork and time out of his room.  He became wheel chair bound during Covid but never complained.  He loved 
all animals, especially his cat when he was younger as it was his first patient.  He ran over the tail with his lawn mower and got his 
mother’s sewing needle and stitched it up.  That was when he knew he wanted to be a doctor.  

In lieu of flowers please make donations to the (APDA) American Parkinson Disease Association.   

Vernon is survived by his brother, Gary (Sharon) Urich of Iowa City;  Joan Urich-Moses of Sun City West, AZ; his children Susan 
(Brian) McCaslin of Libertyville, IL; Daughter Ann Urich of Peoria, AZ; Son Vernon Urich, Jr. of Sun City West, AZ; Son David Urich of 
Solano Beach, CA; Grandchildren Liz (Quentus) Cumby of San Jose CA; BJ (Caitlyn) McCaslin of 
Highland Park, IL; Skylar Urich of Tempe, AZ; Joshua, Nick and Lucy Urich of Encinitas, CA; and 
great grandchildren Drew & Kyla Cumby of San Jose, CA. As well as over 135 nieces and neph-
ews, great nieces/nephews from the Urich, Macksood and Nakfoor families. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; his sister Mary Jean Batham; and son Joseph Urich. 

Dr. Vernon C. Urich 

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.genhs.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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     Do you have an advertising NEED? 

• Are you a Physician and you are a member of 

GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan? 

• Do you have a medical practice and you are a 

member of GCMS and your office has relocated? 

• Do you have a business that serves Michigan and  

business slow? 

    Let Genesee County Medical Society help! 

  

 1/2-page ad   $195/month 

 3/4-page ad   $290/month 

 Full page ad   $350/month 

 A link to the business website or email can be added for NO additional fee.  

 

 

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs! 

 

 

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin 

(ONLINE MAGAZINE) 

Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to 

1,500+ viewers.  The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published 

through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/) 

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership. 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/safehaven
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http://www.gcms.org
https://connect.msms.org/Membership/Join
https://connect.msms.org/Membership/Join

