
 

JULY 2025 THE GCMS BULLETIN 1 

Organized Medicine’s Leading Edge  

JULY 2025    VOLUME 102    NUMBER   7 

 

Tobacco Retail  Licensure: Proven Tool To                

Reduce Youth  Tobacco Use 

TOWN HALL                                                                

SEPTEMBER 17 TH 2025 MARK YOUR CALENDER 

IMPORTANT GCMSA                                                

INFORMATION  INSIDE!!!!!!! 

http://www.gcms.org


 

JULY 2025 THE GCMS BULLETIN 2 

 READ BY 96% OF GCMS MEMBERS 
FEATURE ARTICLES 

 

REGULARS       

                         

     GCMS Meetings                                     3 

      President’s  & Executive Director's Message                                          4                                                                         

 

 

 TOWN HALL                                                        6                            

 GCMSA Alliance          9 

COVID-19 Resources                                                                                                     29  

Safe Haven:  Physician and Provider Well Being Program                                            35 

Commit To Fit                                                           36 

                                                                 

                        

                      

                    

Our Vision  

That the Genesee County Medical Society maintain its position as the premier medical society by advocating on behalf 
of its physician members and patients.  

Our Mission  

The mission of the Genesee County Medical Society is leadership, advocacy, education, and service on behalf of its 
members and their patients.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  PLEASE NOTE  

The GCMS Nominating Committee seeks input from members for nominations for the GCMS Presidential Citation for 
Lifetime Community Service. The Committee would like to be made aware of candidates for consideration. 

Buy subscription $60 per year. Member subscription included with Society dues. Contributions to  
THE BULLETIN are always welcome. Forward news extracts or material of interest to the staff before the 1st of the 

month. All statements or comments in THE BULLETIN are the statements or opinions of the writers and are not neces-
sarily the opinion of the Genesee County Medical Society . 
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GCMS Meetings 

*Recessed July and August* 

  

Practice Manager Meeting 

September 11th,  2025  

9:00A.M 

Town Hall Meeting 

September 17th 2025 

6:00-8:30 P.M 

(Details inside) 

 

Board of Directors 

September 23rd ,2025  

6:00 P.M. 

 

Legislative Meeting  

October 6th  

 MM48 Se lit 45532 

Medical Society Foundation Board Meeting 

  

http://www.gcms.org
http://wachler.com/
http://www.wachler.com/
https://www.potterandroose.com/
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Summers is a popular time for taking vacations and taking stock of the past half year.  Rapid changes 
have happened on the federal level with the significant potential to impact the state level including 
decreased funding especially regarding Medicaid cuts.  At the State level, the health policy              
committees, according to the MSMS Medigram, are reviewing a range of bills.  include packages              
addressing barriers for those seeking care for opioid use disorder, and a bill that requires reporting a 
seizure episode with a Secretary of State.  The House Health Policy Committee did not take up a bill 
that would allow unsupervised practice of medicine by nurse practitioners, House Bill 4399.  Genesee 
County Medical Society GCMS, supports the Michigan State Medical SocietyΩs emphasis on the              
importance of position lead care teams.  Physicians, nurse practitioners, physicianΩs assistants, and     
other advanced practice providers, have all been grouped as providers of medical care, despite the 
very real difference in intensity and duration of training that physicians have over other providers. 
There is a risk that competency will suffer if there is no differentiation for physicians versus other  
providers.  The Hattiesburg study published in the Journal of the Mississippi State Medical Association 
reported the results of 15 years of hiring more physicianΩs assistant and nurse practitioners and other 
advanced practice providers in a large multispecialty facility with 300 physicians and concluded that 
replacing physicians led to increasing costs and did not meet the criteria for an equivalent value 
based experience.  

From physicianΩs perspective, this is a very likely outcome.  For physicians, there are years of grueling 
draining that is part of a typical residency program.  After that there may be 1-4 additional years of 
training in a subspecialty.  The typical subspecialty training for an advanced practice provider may be 
as little as 3 months, with the intensity being as low as just an online course.  The problem is that 
short changing the knowledge base often leads to not knowing what you do not know.  This may lead 
to incorrect diagnoses and ordering inappropriate tests.  However, there is reasonable evidence that 
as part of a more comprehensive physician led team, quality and safety can be maintained.  In my 
view, quality of care may deteriorate if advanced practice providers are operating with no supervision 
by physicians who generally possess a much larger and more rigorously tested knowledge base.  At 
the GCMS quarterly legislative meetings that are held in conjunction with the Saginaw County medical 
Society, we I tried to emphasize to our legislators that making all providers equal would likely lead to 
deterioration of quality of care.  Hospitals and other facilities would likely hire cheaper providers of 
care, keeping their sites on short-term profits and goals without considering the increasing cost of 
care long-term.   

 

http://www.gcms.org
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DR PAUL KOCHERIL , MD PRESIDENT GCMS DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP GCMS   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

I would certainly urge all of our members who are able to attend our Virtual Legislative Meeting and 
bring up issues that are relevant to our practice in Genesee County.  We have several law makers provide 
input and address our concerns.  We also have a few meetings coming up that we believe will foster our 
ability to meet and discuss our concerns. Since we have the fortune of having the next President of the 
AMA, Bobby Mukkamala MD, as a member of GCMS, we are having a Meet the President of the AMA 
event on 9/17/25.  The PresidentΩs Ball, this time fostering a meeting with the GCMS President is     
scheduled for 11/22/25. 

Physicians suffer from having our voice diluted in a number of ways including subspecialty societies. The 
AMA is recognized as an umbrella society, by less than 20% of doctors are paying members.  Our inability 
to join together and focus on issues that matter have created problems for us. The Hospital lobbies have 
been able to keep their reimbursements ahead of inflation while physician reimbursements have de-
clined relative to inflation. This in my view is due to not supporting our lobbies and politicians financially. 
We have funded poorly compared to hospitals or other provider organizations.  In an era where practice 
costs have been increasing, we are facing decreased reimbursement at the Federal level.  This has led to 
the decline of the independent practicing doctor.  The ranks of employed physicians are increasing.     
Venture capitalists have formed large national practices that try to use economies of scale to manage 
declining reimbursement. However, profit driven venture capitalists may end up short changing medical 
care.  In a time where leadership is critical, medical society membership is on the decline statewide and 
nationwide.  GCMS is one of the few county societies that has not had a recent decline in membership. 
Our leadership for medical care is critical. Without physician leadership, medical care will suffer.  This 
may be due to corporate medicine making short sighted financial decisions or legislators acting in the  
interests of others over physicians. As the most trained and educated providers in health care, we need 
to lead. We need to make sure our voices are heard. We also need to support our medical societies and  
politicians and encourage them to make the right choices for patients and their care. 

 

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.rmipc.net/
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcmsalliamce.org  

The.Alliance.GCMSA 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:abauerPNP@gmail.com
http://www.gcmsalliance.org/
http://www.gcmsalliance.org/
https://www.instagram.com/the_alliance_gcmsa/
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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 bƻǿ /ƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ DǊŀƴŘ .ƭŀƴŎ ŀƴŘ CƭƛƴǘΗΗ 

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.hurleymc.com/
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 https://geneseehealthplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HOF-Sponsorship-Form-2025-fillable.pdf  

PLEASE CLICK THE LINK BELOW FOR THE FILLABLE PDF FORM & MORE INFORMATION,THANK YOU! 

http://www.gcms.org
https://geneseehealthplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/HOF-Sponsorship-Form-2025-fillable.pdf
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.sovitacu.org/
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Fewer than one-third of U.S. public schools 
screen students for psychological problems 

HealthDay (7/22, Thompson) reports research found that ñfewer than one-third of          
American public schools are screening students for psychological problems, years 
after the U.S. Surgeon General declared a mental health crisis among the nationôs 
youth.ò Investigators found that ñby late 2024, just under 31% of principals sur-
veyed said their school conducts screening for mental health issues.ò Furthermore, 
ñabout 40% said it was difficult to ensure that students receive appropriate care if 
kids do speak up about feelings of anxiety or depression, results show.ò 

MENTAL HEALTH IS 

YOUR GREATEST HEALTH 

HEALTH DAY was  7/22/25 

http://www.gcms.org
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2025072303ama&r=10945205-6052&l=013-864&t=c
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[ŸƖШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШŸŰШƚƓŸŰƚŸƖŔŰŊШƣőŔƚШǃĲċƖƚ 

ШÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣќƚШ7ċũũЯШƓũĲċƚĲШĦũŔĦťШƣőĲШũŔŰťШĤĲũŸƽШŉŸƖШůŸƖĲШ 

ŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰЮШ 

****NEW DATE****é.                    

NOVEMBER 22ND, 2025     

5PM - 9 PM  

THE GCMS AND GCMSA 

2025 PRESIDENTôS BALL 

SLOAN MUSEUM OF DISCOVERY  

E. KERSLEY ST 

FLINT MI 48503 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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GCMS is focused on improving the future of medicine. 

Our resource's and meetings are a great way to learn 

about medical advancements and potential treat-

ments.  Click the link below for more information. 

 

WWW.GCMS.ORG 

http://www.gcms.org
http://WWW.GCMS.ORG


 

JULY 2025 THE GCMS BULLETIN 22 

 

http://www.gcms.org
https://genhs.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Adult-and-Childrens-Services/Children-and-Families/Immunization-Information/LHD/Immunization-Report-Cards/Genesee.pdf?rev=75c9d1756e9145c6a0f2b3951da79ecd&hash=671DF2D6329FE87A31FCE33A71D9955A
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/vaccines/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fvpd%2Fmmr%2Fpublic%2Findex.html
https://www.geneseecountymi.gov/departments/health_department/clinics/immunizations.php#:%7E:text=%C2%A0Contact-,(810)%20237%2D4540,-(810)%20237%2D4569
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WEBSITE: www.Genesee County Michigan  

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:GCHD-CD@geneseecountymi.gov
https://www.geneseecountymi.gov/
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ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS  

AND OFFICE STAFF! 

Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern  

for medical professionals!  

Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for 

practice managers and office staff of all member physicians.  

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org to  RSVP,  

YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZOOM INVITE 

 

             

NEXT MEETING DATE:    

                                 September 11th,  2025Ō 9:00 A.M.      

                   You do not want your Practice Manager to miss  out  

                                                        on these valuable meetings!  

 & 

9:00 A.M. 

**Via 

Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.
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 Your Membership at Work 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.hoffshealthybooks.com/
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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  For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers 

 For Reporting  

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:gchd-cd@gchd.us
https://usafacts.org/visualizations/coronavirus-covid-19-spread-map/state/michigan/county/genesee-county/
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.bing.com/search?q=genesee+county+ny+covid+DAS&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-1&ghc=1&lq=0&pq=genesee+county+ny+covid+das&sc=10-27&sk=&cvid=6DD7D37BBB64400A816931F34128A579&ghsh=0&ghacc=0&ghpl=
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-530653--,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
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GCMS can help YOUR PRACTICE 

meet the ADA requirements  

and provide impeccable services to your patients 

at a DISCOUNTED price! 

Genesee County Medical Society Members  

receive a discount for language services! 

To become a GCMS member, 

or to receive details about  

this discounted service 

Please contact : 

ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org 

   NEW BENEFIT  

FOR  

 MEMBERS!  

GCMS is very pleased to announce a relationship with Luna Language Services. 
Luna offers a number of different virtual options to assist physician offices with language interpretation services. 

As an added benefit to your GCMS Membership, a discount is now offered to all GCMS members utilizing  

Luna Virtual Language Services.   
Please contact David Hoff Executive Director to register your office for discounted services.  

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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Did you know that all donations made to the Medical Society  

Foundation are 100% Tax-deductible? If you are interested in donating, or if 

you have any further questions, please contact  

executivedirector@gcms.org  Thank you!  

 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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     Do you have an advertising NEED?  

¶ Are you a Physician and  you are a member of 

GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan?  

¶ Do you have a medical practice and  you are a 

member of GCMS and your office has relocated?  

¶ Do you have a business that serves Michigan and  

business slow? 

    Let Genesee County Medical Society help!  

  

 1/2-page ad   $195/month 

 3/4-page ad   $290/month 

 Full page ad   $350/month 

 A link to the business website or email can be added for NO ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ fee.  

 

 

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs! 

 

 

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin 

(ONLINE MAGAZINE) 

Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to 

1,500+ viewers.  The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published 

through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/) 

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership. 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/safehaven
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https://gfhc.org/programs/c2f/ 

Resource Calendars  

Commit to Fit provides nutrition, physical activity, and healthy food access               
programming throughout Flint and Genesee County with a focus on disadvantaged                    
communities and a commitment to forging strong relationships with community-
based      organizations (CBOs) and residents. Its nutrition education combines the 

SNAP-Ed Fork and the Road and The Learning Kitchen interventions with the Cooking 
with Kids program, which demonstrates to residents of all ages how to eat healthily 
on a budget, how to incorporate produce unique to Michigan into their diets, and 

how small changes in what they eat can make huge differences in their health.  

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.samhsa.gov/medications-substance-use-disorders/waiver-elimination-mat-act
https://www.samhsa.gov/medications-substance-use-disorders/waiver-elimination-mat-act
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubs/docs/MATE_training.html
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubs/docs/MATE_Training_Letter_Final.pdf
mailto:to%20BPLHelp@michigan.gov.
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   Wix | LinkedIn  

   

 
WWW.GCMS.ORG 

 

Genesee County Medical Society (GCMS) | Flint MI | 
Facebook  

CONNECT WITH US..  

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:membership@msms.org
https://il.linkedin.com/company/wix-com?trk=public_jobs_topcard_logo
mailto:membership@msms.org
http://WWW.GCMS.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/GCMS.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GCMS.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://connect.msms.org/Membership/Join

