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Our Vision  

That the Genesee County Medical Society maintain its position as the premier medical society by advocating on behalf 
of its physician members and patients.  

Our Mission  

The mission of the Genesee County Medical Society is leadership, advocacy, education, and service on behalf of its 
members and their patients.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  PLEASE NOTE  

The GCMS Nominating Committee seeks input from members for nominations for the GCMS Presidential Citation for 
Lifetime Community Service. The Committee would like to be made aware of candidates for consideration. 

Buy subscription $60 per year. Member subscription included with Society dues. Contributions to  
THE BULLETIN are always welcome. Forward news extracts or material of interest to the staff before the 1st of the 

month. All statements or comments in THE BULLETIN are the statements or opinions of the writers and are not neces-
sarily the opinion of the Genesee County Medical Society . 
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Physician and Legislative Forum Meeting 

June 3rd,  2024 

8:00 A.M. 

 

Practice Managers 

   June 13th 2024  

9:00 A.M. 

 

Board of Directors 

June 25th ,  2024 

6:00 P.M. 

 

Medical Society Foundation Board Meeting 

August 21st, 2024  

6:00 p.m. 

 

           

*All meetings are via Zoom unless otherwise noted 

 

 

  

http://www.gcms.org
http://wachler.com/
http://www.wachler.com/
http://gcms.org/
https://www.potterandroose.com/
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DR. MACKSOOD AFTAB, D.O. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As we welcome summer, I thought I would recap recent event activities of the GCMS in the past 
couple months. 

 
 last week the GCMS hosted a very successful multi-county CME program on pain management.  The 
event was well attended and received good feedback from the attendees and presenters.   The program 
serves as a good example of the kind of services the county medical societies can provide their mem-
bers.  The multi-county collaboration served as a way to improve communication and best-practices across 
the state. 

 
 The Genesee County Medical Society was also well represented at the Michigan State Medial Socie-
ty house of delegates meeting in Lansing on May 11 weekend both in the main session, on the stage and in 
the reference committees.   The MSMS continues to advocate for physicians in an increasingly complex en-
vironment.   

 
 Over 70% of physicians are currently employed by hospital systems.   The decrease in independent 
physicians and physician practices has affected membership in the physician medical societies.   The multi-
dimential environment of modern medicine would require innovative thinking for the continued advocacy 
of physician independence and leadership in the field of medicine. 

 
 The rise of various healthcare “provider” professions along with the increasing popularity of algo-
rithmic medicine by healthcare systems will pose a challenge for the delivery of high quality care and the 
traditional doctor-patient relationship.   

 
Next week I will be presenting at the world congress of bioethics on issues related to neuroscience 

and AI.  A similar reductionist approach to the neurosciences is posing challenges for historical concepts of 
the self, personhood and moral responsibility. 

 
 Recently the GCMS Alliance hosted their Germanium luncheon at the Warwick Hills Country 
Club.   David, Melissa and I were honored to attend, and appreciate their continued support of the Gene-
see County Medical Society. 

 
 We would also like to thank all of our members for their continued support for the GCMS, the only 
organization in the area specifically dedicated to advocacy for physicians. 

http://www.gcms.org
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Genesee County Medical Society Involved in May 

 

The 29th Annual Healing Hands 5k Run/Walk was held on May 18, 2024, to help 

support the Genesee County Free Medical Clinic. The race was located on the 

campus of Mott Community College in Flint. 

This event is the major fund raiser for the GCFMC to continue operating in Flint. 

The Genesee County Free Medical Clinic offers high quality healthcare for those 

without healthcare insurance, a tremendous service for the community. 

This Year the GCFMC dedicated the race Honoring the Memory and legacy 

of: Dr. Venkat Rao, Dr. Bill Macksood, Barbara Pougnet and Peter Levine. Each of 

the individuals dedicated their lives to our community and supported the Free 

Medical Clinic. All four have passed away in the last year. 

Along with myself, Dr. Edward Christy, and Melissa Keller were volunteers of the 

event. The 5K run attracted participants of all ages (and pets) for this year’s 

event. The first-place winner was from Swartz Creek, MI. with a time of just over 

17 minutes. 

Everyone had a great time with a record turn out and raised approximately 

$75,000.00 for the Free Clinic to continue operating and serving this community!  

Dr. Edward Christy and I were there to help support the participants at the finish 

line, by handing out water! Melissa Keller was also there to show her support 

volunteering and cheering on the participants! Dr. Bobby Mukkamala and his 

family tied up their tennis shoes and ran/walked the race as well. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

Community Coming Together  

http://www.gcms.org


 

MAY 2024 THE GCMS BULLETIN 7 

        DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP 

Thank you, Sovita, for having a table with several giveaway gift baskets, and 

your unwavering support for the community. Medals were awarded to each 

participant and Dr. Christy. 

Mark your calendars for next year, May 17th, 2025 at the campus of Mott 

Community College. This event is a great way to support the Genesee County 

Free Medical Clinic (donations are always welcome). 

Hope to see you there in 2025! 

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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Dr. Bobby Mukkamala ran so fast, we 

were only able to get  this picture…. 

Go Dr. Mukkamala!!  

http://www.gcms.org
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More than a million adults in Michigan have chronic kidney disease. . . and most of them don’t even 
know it. According to the CDC, 65% of cases of kidney failure in the US are caused by diabetes or hy-
pertension. With early detection and treatment, we can prevent or slow the progression of CKD. The 
National Kidney Foundation of Michigan (NKFM) offers education, support, and resources for people 
with kidney disease, those at risk, and their loved ones. NKFM encourages healthcare providers to 
raise CKD awareness and have open discussions with patients about their CKD risk level and preven-
tion. 
  
Together, we can make a difference in CKD awareness. Find ways to empower your community to 
create healthier, happier lives at: Home | National Kidney Foundation of Michigan (nkfm.org)  

  

CKD 

http://www.gcms.org
https://nkfm.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://genhs.org/
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Ascension hit by cyberattack, affecting care at 140 
hospitals 

The Washington Post /reports, “Ascension, one of 
the largest Catholic health systems in the United 
States with 140 hospitals, was struck by a cyberattack 
that affected computer systems across the country 
and impacted patient care, the system said in a state-
ment Thursday.” The health system “said it detected 
the hack Wednesday and took immediate steps.” 
Systems affected include patient records and medica-
tion prescribing, “requiring doctors and staff to use 
paper records, according to the local reports.” 

NBC News (5/9, Wile) reports, “The company said it 
had engaged cybersecurity consulting firm Mandiant 
to assist in the investigation and remediation pro-
cess, and had notified law enforcement authorities.” 
The health system “is the fourth-largest hospital net-
work in the country, with 140 locations in 19 states 
and Washington, D.C., including major presences in 
St. Louis and the Chicagoland area.” 

http://www.gcms.org
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024051003ama&r=10945205-b937&l=008-774&t=c
mailto:kendall@completewa.com
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On May 11, 2024 I had the pleasure of attending my third Michigan State Medical 

Society House of Delegates at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Lansing. This year marked 

the 159 th meeting of the Michigan State Medical Society House of Delegates, but 

was vastly different than prior years. In the past, the HOD was a 2-day weekend 

meeting, this year it was changed to a 1-day Saturday only meeting. 

All Reference Committees were on line for the first time via Zoom. The Genesee 

County Medical Society was well represented providing reference committee 

members. 

GCMS Board Members selected to a Reference Committee included: Dr. Edward 

Christy, Dr. Ethiraj Raj, Dr. Rama Rao, and Dr. Pino Colone. 

The Genesee County Medical Society overall was well represented at the 

159 th House of Delegates By: Dr. Macksood Aftab, Dr Edward Christy, Dr. Rama 

Rao, Dr. Ethiraj Raj, Paul Kocheril, Dr. Pino Colone, Dr. John Waters, Dr Bobby 

Mukkamala, Dr. Nita Kulkarni and Dr. Michael Danic (also guest presenter at May 

22 multi-county Pain Management webinar). 

The resolution voting took place live on May 11 at the 1-day HOD meeting. 

Dr. Salim Siddiqui (Radiation Oncology from Detroit) finished his 1-year 

term as MSMS President. 

Dr. Mark Komorowski (Plastic Surgeon from Bay City) was installed as the 2024- 

2025 MSMS President. 

The voting for the 2024 President elect race for the Michigan State Medical 

Society took place on May 11, 2024. This year MSMS had a contested race with 

two strong candidates running. 

Dr. Brian Stork (Urologist from Muskegon) and Dr Amit Ghose (Internal Medicine 

from Lansing) were the two candidates. 

Dr. Amit Ghose has been elected as the 2024 Michigan State Medical Society 

President Elect. The Genesee County Medical Society would like to congratulate 2024- 2025 

MSMS President Dr. Mark Komorowski, and 2024 – 2025 MSMS President elect 

Dr. Amit Ghose! 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

http://www.gcms.org
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HOUSE OF 

DELEGATES 

http://www.gcms.org
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Physician Well-being and Burnout 

AI scribe saves doctors an hour at the keyboard every day 
When a health system rolls out new technology that it insists will make physicians’ lives easier, the 
announcement is typically met with skepticism. But the use of augmented intelligence (AI)—often 
called artificial intelligence—has changed that. The Permanente Medical Group’s rollout of ambient 
AI scribes to reduce documentation burdens has been deemed a success, saving most of the physi-
cians using it an average of one hour a day at the keyboard. 
Using the microphone on a secure smartphone, the ambient AI scribe transcribes—but doesn’t rec-
ord—patient encounters and then uses machine learning and natural-language processing to sum-
marize the conversation’s clinical content and produce a note documenting the visit. Read more. 

More in Physician Well-being and Burnout: 
 
[Article] 5 ways this medical group is overcoming the physician shortage 
[Article] How these health systems are reducing physician burnout 
[Article] 4 ways health care leaders can put doctors’ well-being first  

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN THE MEDICAL FIELD. 

http://www.gcms.org
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024042101amaee&r=10951651-4450&l=00b-07d&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024042101amaee&r=10951651-4450&l=00c-144&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024042101amaee&r=10951651-4450&l=00d-18d&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024042101amaee&r=10951651-4450&l=00e-170&t=c
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Genesee county Medical Society and Genesee County 

Medical Society Focus Alliance Group hope all the 

Mother’s had a wonderful Mother’s Day. You are all 

appreciated.  

http://www.gcms.org


 

MAY 2024 THE GCMS BULLETIN 18 

 

   

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:https://www.hurleymc.com/
mailto:https://www.hurleymc.com/
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GCMS and SOVITA have originated a platform where we can discuss 

any concerns the medical billing staff are enduring. 

 

This months meeting was very informative with staff from BCBS 

onboard to answer any questions and address concerns. We are  

anticipating a face to face meeting in the near future with everyone 

soon in reference to issues that are affecting the Office Management 

staff.  

 

 

 

 

Please join us the 2nd Thursday of the month at 9:00 am via zoom by 

emailing executivedirector@gcms.org ! Hope to see you there. 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month! This is a time to celebrate the 
importance of mental well-being and break the stigma surrounding 
mental health issues. Let us come together as a community to raise 
awareness, offer resources, and foster a supportive environment for 
those in need. Let us prioritize self-care, mental health education, and 
de-stigmatization of mental health conditions. Together, we can create 
a world where everyone feels comfortable seeking help and receiving 
the support they deserve. Let us celebrate Mental Health Awareness 
Month by spreading awareness, advocating for mental health rights, 
and promoting a culture of acceptance and understanding.  

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS  

AND OFFICE STAFF! 

Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern  

for medical professionals! 

Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for 

practice managers and office staff of all member physicians. 

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org to  RSVP,  

YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZOOM INVITE 

 

             

NEXT MEETING DATE:    

                June 13th,  2024— 9:00 A.M. 

                   You do not want your Practice Manager to miss  out  

                                                        on these valuable meetings! 

 & 

9:00 A.M. 

Via Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.sovitacu.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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GCMS FOCUS ALLIANCE GROUP 

 

MSMSA held 98th Annual meeting at Grand Blanc, Genesee 
County on May 3rd and May 4th.  GCMSA/MSMSA planning 
committee organized various health related talks and a 
tour  to the FIA for the attendees. Our local Gynecologist, Dr. 
Neelam Dutt spoke on women’s health issues relating to 
Menopause. Her talk was appreciated by the audience. The 
Crim Foundation representative presented an impressive 
slideshow on keeping the community healthy. It was an hon-
or to meet the energetic and inspiring Racheal Kunesh,  AMA 
Alliance president. She motivated the Alliance members to 
join the AMA Alliance.   

http://www.gcms.org


 

MAY 2024 THE GCMS BULLETIN 28 

Vijay Lakshmi Sayal  

GCMS FOCUS ALLIANCE GROUP 

http://www.gcms.org
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 Your Membership at Work 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.hoffshealthybooks.com/
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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To sponsor 

 
 

 

 

The President's Ball is approaching quick-
ly, if you would like to sponsor, please click 
the link below. Thank you for your support!  

It will be at The Sloan Museum of  

Discovery.  

Just click the link at the bottom of the 
page! 

Thank you!  

PRESIDENT’S BALL,  

NOVEMBER 2, 2024!!! 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
file:///C:/Users/theke/Documents/commit to fit.pub
file:///C:/Users/theke/Documents/commit to fit.pub
https://www.commit2fit.com/
https://www.umflint.edu/reccenter/virtual-fitness
https://crim.org/mindfulness/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRyHQ2bu3Wbc5J5UrZAm1nw/videos
https://ymca360.org/
https://www.arthritis.org/search/results?query=online%20exercises
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:DCAMPBELL@SLOANLONGWAY.ORG
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  For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers 

 For Reporting  

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:gchd-cd@gchd.us
https://usafacts.org/visualizations/coronavirus-covid-19-spread-map/state/michigan/county/genesee-county/
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.bing.com/search?q=genesee+county+ny+covid+DAS&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-1&ghc=1&lq=0&pq=genesee+county+ny+covid+das&sc=10-27&sk=&cvid=6DD7D37BBB64400A816931F34128A579&ghsh=0&ghacc=0&ghpl=
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-530653--,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
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GCMS can help YOUR PRACTICE 

meet the ADA requirements  

and provide impeccable services to your patients 

at a DISCOUNTED price! 

Genesee County Medical Society Members  

receive a discount for language services! 

To become a GCMS member, 

or to receive details about  

this discounted service 

Please contact : 

ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org 

   NEW BENEFIT 

FOR 

 MEMBERS! 

GCMS is very pleased to announce a relationship with Luna Language Services. 
Luna offers a number of different virtual options to assist physician offices with language interpretation services. 

As an added benefit to your GCMS Membership, a discount is now offered to all GCMS members utilizing  

Luna Virtual Language Services.   
Please contact David Hoff Executive Director to register your office for discounted services.  

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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     Do you have an advertising NEED? 

• Are you a Physician and you are a member of 

GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan? 

• Do you have a medical practice and you are a 

member of GCMS and your office has relocated? 

• Do you have a business that serves Michigan and  

business slow? 

    Let Genesee County Medical Society help! 

  

 1/2-page ad   $195/month 

 3/4-page ad   $290/month 

 Full page ad   $350/month 

 A link to the business website or email can be added for NO additional fee.  

 

 

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs! 

 

 

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin 

(ONLINE MAGAZINE) 

Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to 

1,500+ viewers.  The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published 

through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/) 

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership. 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/safehaven
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.samhsa.gov/medications-substance-use-disorders/waiver-elimination-mat-act
https://www.samhsa.gov/medications-substance-use-disorders/waiver-elimination-mat-act
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubs/docs/MATE_training.html
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubs/docs/MATE_Training_Letter_Final.pdf
mailto:to%20BPLHelp@michigan.gov.
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   Wix | LinkedIn  

   

 
WWW.GCMS.ORG 

 

Genesee County Medical Society (GCMS) | Flint MI | 
Facebook  

CONNECT WITH US..  

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:membership@msms.org
https://il.linkedin.com/company/wix-com?trk=public_jobs_topcard_logo
mailto:membership@msms.org
http://WWW.GCMS.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/GCMS.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GCMS.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://connect.msms.org/Membership/Join

