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Our Vision  

That the Genesee County Medical Society maintain its position as the premier medical society by advocating on behalf of its 
physician members and patients.  

Our Mission  

The mission of the Genesee County Medical Society is leadership, advocacy, education, and service on behalf of its members and 
their patients.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  PLEASE NOTE  

The GCMS Nominating Committee seeks input from members for nominations for the GCMS Presidential Citation for Lifetime 
Community Service. The Committee would like to be made aware of candidates for consideration.  

By subscription $60 per year. Member subscription included with Society dues. Contributions to  
THE BULLETIN are always welcome. Forward news extracts or material of interest to the staff before the 1st of the month. All 
statements or comments in THE BULLETIN are the statements or opinions of the writers and are not necessarily the opinion of 

the Genesee County Medical Society . 

       

 

       THE BULLETIN is published monthly by:      

        The Genesee County Medical Society   

 

                                           

   GCMS OFFICERS 2022 

Paul Kocheril , MD, President  

Macksood Aftab, DO , President Elect  

Khalid Ahmed, MD, Immediate Past Pres.  

Brenda Rogers-Grays, DO , Secretary  

Ethiraj Raj, MD ,Treasurer  

MSMS OFFICERS 2022 

Pino Colone, MD  

Immediate Past President  

John Waters, MD  

Treasurer 

 DISTRICT DIRECTOR VI  

Nita Kulkarni, MD  

DELEGATES  

Macksood Aftab, DO 

Qazi Azher, MD  

Ed Christy, MD  

Pino Colone, MD 

Paul Kocheril, MD 

S. Bobby Mukkamala, MD  

Venkat Rao, MD 

ALTERNATE DELEGATES  

Khalid Ahmed, MD 

Mohammed Alasbahi, MD 

Scott Garner, MD 

Omar Habib, MD 

John Hebert, III ,MD 

Sunil Kaushal, MD  

Shady Megala, MD  

Ali Mohammad, MD 

Rama Rao, MD  

Omari Young, MD 

Ehab Youssef, MD 

 

OTHER BOARD MEMBERS 

Michael Giacalone, Jr., MD 

Pamela Hackert MD, JD, MPH 

Gary Johnson, MD 

Elhamadi Saeed, MD  

John Waters, MD  

 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

                        David Hoff, MA, CCP 

 

EXECUTIVE  ASSISTANT 

Jennifer Sanders 

 

 

 

 

THE BULLETIN  

Published by the Genesee County Medical Society Publication Office 

 4438 Oak Bridge Drive, Suite B, Flint, Michigan 48532  

Phone (810) 733-9923 

 

 

   NOVEMBER 2022 VOLUME 99, NUMBER 11    

http://www.gcms.org


 

November 2022                                                                                 THE GCMS BULLETIN 3 

http://www.gcms.org
https://www.rmipc.net/


 

November 2022                                                                                 THE GCMS BULLETIN 4 

President’s Message   

 

            

 

Dr. Kocheril is a Radiation Oncologist who practices at the Genesys    

Hurley Cancer Institute.  He graduated with a B.A. in Chemistry from 

New York University and received his M.D.  from Weil Cornell Medicine.  

His     postgraduate training included 1 year of Internal Medicine at the Miram Hospital, Brown           

University, in Rhode Island and Radiation Oncology residency at Mount Sinai Health System in 

New York.  He did a one-year fellowship in Genitourinary Radiation Oncology at Harper Hospital, 

Wayne Sate  University.  He has been in private practice in radiation oncology in Michigan since 

1996. He practiced for 20 years in Saginaw and has practiced in Flint for the past 6 years.  He 

serves on the Cancer Committees at both Ascension Genesys Hospital and Hurley Hospital. He is 

an active participant in the tumor boards at both hospitals.   

He joined the Genesee County Medical Society to give back to the community, by working with 

the society to promote evidence based recommendations, and improve safety, access, and equity 

for all. He endeavors to engage the community at large in Genesee County, listen to both          

physician and patient concerns, and engage with policy makers to advance health care.  

      Incoming President of  

the Genesee County Medical Society 

               Paul G Kocheril, MD 

http://www.gcms.org
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 Practice Managers 

December 8, 2022 

9:00 a.m.  

*via Zoom 

 

Medical Society Foundation 

December 21, 2022 

6:00 p.m. 

*via Zoom 

 

Board of Directors 

**December– Recessed 

 

January 24,  2022 

6:00 p.m. 

*via Zoom 

 

 

http://www.gcms.org
http://wachler.com/
http://www.wachler.com/
http://gcms.org/
https://www.potterandroose.com/
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

November the Bittersweet Month 

 

 

As I begin my third year as Executive Director for the Genesee County Medical Society, I have come to 

the conclusion November is a bittersweet month. The GCMS President serves a one-year term, 

November the new GCMS President is inaugurated, It is difficult for me to see the current President 

leave. It does however create an opportunity to build new friendship with the newly elected President. 

November 19, 2022 Dr. Paul Kocheril was elected the new GCMS President for one year. 

 

I have had the pleasure of working closely with GCMS President Dr. Khalid Ahmed since November of 

2021. Together we stabilized the Genesee County Medical Society Membership. We added value to 

membership by organizing the first ever GCMS webinar on Implicit Bias training. The webinar was 

offered at no charge to all GCMS members (this presentation is normally $100-$200 for the two-hour 

presentation). GCMS will be offering more value-added benefits to our members in 2023, please look 

for our email announcements. 

 

November 18, 2022 begins a new chapter for GCMS. Dr. Paul Kocheril has been inaugurated as the 

Genesee County Medical Society President. I will miss working with Dr. Khalid Ahmed, but treasure the 

close friendship we have developed over the past year. I look forward to working closely with Dr. Paul 

Kocheril over the next year and building a lasting friendship in the process. 

The 2022 GCMS President’s Ball was held at the Atlas Valley Golf Club on November 19, 2022. The 

theme for the 2022 President’s Ball was “A Night In Sudan” honoring outgoing President Dr. Khalid 

Ahmed. For the second year in a row, GCMS welcomed over 100 attendees. This year the Genesee 

County Medical Society welcomed a special guest, Flint Mayor Sheldon Neely and his wife Cynthia. 

 

 

http://www.gcms.org
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The 2022 President’s Ball dinner was served as a buffet style with a good selection, there was     

something delicious for everyone. The sheet cakes were custom made from Marcella’s  Bakery in 

Flushing.  

The Sudanese cookies (two different types), were custom made by Sweet Tooth in Flint. 

The entertainment for the evening was an African Drum &amp; Dance. This was very unique and 

entertaining for our guests. The rest of the evening was a DJ with open dancing. To sum it up “It was 

a beautiful evening of fun, food, and laughter”. I have a nice tradition of spending the evening every 

year with Dr. Cyrus Farrehi entertaining my table. 

Julie Forbush and Jennifer Shew from Sovita Credit Union held a raffle for a large basket of goodies. 

An attendee from the University of Michigan – Flint Health Sciences won the basket.   

The 2023 President’s Ball will be held November 18, 2023 at Atlas Valley Golf Club. The Genesee 

County Medical Society Membership and President’s Ball are what sustain this organization. GCMS 

has been an organization in existence since 1841. Please consider attending and supporting this 

GCMS event in 2023. It is very heartwarming to see such a great turnout to honor the outgoing GCMS 

President. 

DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP 

http://www.gcms.org
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Senate Bill 1170, sponsored by Sen. Curt VanderWall (R – Ludington), would amend the                        
Administration of Opioid Antagonists Act to specify that an agency that purchased or obtained an 
opioid antagonist, or an employee of an agency that possessed an opioid antagonist, can distribute 
that opioid antagonist directly or indirectly to any individual.  

 

SB 1171, also sponsored by VanderWall, would amend the Public Health Code to allow a prescriber to 
issue a prescription for an opioid antagonist and allow a dispensing prescriber or pharmacist to      
dispense an opioid antagonist to an agency authorized to obtain an opioid antagonist under the     
Administration of Opioid Antagonists Act. 

The bills are tie-barred, meaning neither bill could take effect unless the other were also enacted. 

 

Find the full article  HERE 

Michigan bills to combat opioid overdoses     
advance to Senate Floor 

http://www.gcms.org
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ky0yzoa2hehoyzefd2d02owo))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2022-SB-1170
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ky0yzoa2hehoyzefd2d02owo))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2022-SB-1171
https://stateofreform.com/featured/2022/11/michigan-bills-combat-opioid-overdoses-advance-senate-floor/
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.hoffshealthybooks.com/
mailto:kendall@completewa.com
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ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS  

AND OFFICE STAFF! 

Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern  

for medical professionals! 

Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for 

practice managers and office staff of all member physicians. 

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org to  RSVP,  

YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZOOM INVITE 

 

             

NEXT MEETING DATE:    

     December 8, 2022  9:00 A.M. 

                              You do not want your Practice Manager to miss  out  

on these valuable meetings! 

 & 

9:00 A.M. 

Via Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/
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CDC: Bivalent boosters better at preventing   
symptomatic COVID-19 than previous shots 

 
 
 
Bloomberg Law (11/22, Langreth, Muller, Subscription Publication) reports bivalent 
COVID-19 vaccine boosters from Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech “that fight the latest 
Omicron variants provide only modest short-term protection against mild infections, and 
experts say it’s still unclear whether the updated shots are any better than earlier        
versions at preventing hospitalization and severe illness.” These “bivalent boosters were 
just 43% effective at preventing mild illness compared to receiving no vaccine in adults 
49 and under, according to a” CDC study. 

NBC News (11/22, Lovelace) reports, “The first real-world data on the new Omicron   
vaccines find that they are better at preventing symptomatic COVID infections than the 
earlier doses...said” the CDC. These “results are based on more than 360,000         
symptomatic adults tested for COVID at pharmacies nationwide from Sept. 14 to Nov. 
11.” 

The Hill (11/22, Choi) reports the results indicated the bivalent shots “provided stronger 
protection when those who received it were compared to people who only received two, 
three or four doses of the original monoclonal vaccine.” 

http://www.gcms.org
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2022112303ama&r=10945205-b0ba&l=00e-7b0&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2022112303ama&r=10945205-b0ba&l=00f-836&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2022112303ama&r=10945205-b0ba&l=010-e6c&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2022112303ama&r=10945205-b0ba&l=011-f5c&t=c
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White House announces six-week push to            
increase bivalent COVID-19 booster uptake 

 
 
 
The Washington Post (11/22, Cha, Sellers) reports that on Tuesday, the White House 
“announced a six-week push ahead of the winter travel season to increase booster up-
take in seniors, minority communities and rural areas – all of which have disproportion-
ately suffered severe disease and death during the coronavirus pandemic.” The Post 
adds, “The Biden administration has faced growing frustration over its bivalent booster 
rollout,” as “efforts to market the shots to the American public have been limited, and 
booster uptake has remained sluggish since it was approved Aug. 31.” 

 

The Wall Street Journal (11/22, Abbott, Subscription Publication) reports HHS will extend 
nearly $350 million to community health centers for the vaccination efforts and nearly 
$125 million to organizations serving older adults and those with disabilities, the White 
House said. 

http://www.gcms.org
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2022112303ama&r=10945205-b0ba&l=01e-6be&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2022112303ama&r=10945205-b0ba&l=01f-9b9&t=c
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.sovitacu.org/
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THE ALLIANCE FOCUS 

GCMS Alliance at Sloan Museum 

The Alliance October Membership Meeting was held at the Sloan 

Museum. We had a good turn out of fifteen members, including special 

guest MSMS Alliance President Elizabeth Junewick. Some members 

brought donations for the SafeHouse Shelter. President Tinsi Kline held 

a short business meeting. Later, Development Director, Debbe 

Campbell, took the group on a tour of the museum with it’s incredible 

exhibits. The visit concluded with lunch at Coffee Beanery at the 

premises. 

 Lakshmi Tummala 

http://www.gcms.org
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     Do you have an advertising NEED? 

• Are you a Physician and you are a member of 

GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan? 

• Do you have a medical practice and you are a 

member of GCMS and your office has relocated? 

• Do you have a business that serves Michigan and  

business slow? 

    Let Genesee County Medical Society help! 

  

 1/2-page ad   $195/month 

 3/4-page ad   $290/month 

 Full page ad   $350/month 

 A link to the business website or email can be added for NO additional fee.  

 

 

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs! 

 

 

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin 

(ONLINE MAGAZINE) 

Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to 

1,500+ viewers.  The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published 

through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/) 

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership. 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.gcfmc.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.commit2fit.com/
https://www.umflint.edu/reccenter/virtual-fitness
https://crim.org/mindfulness/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRyHQ2bu3Wbc5J5UrZAm1nw/videos
https://ymca360.org/
https://www.arthritis.org/search/results?query=online%20exercises
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  For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers 

 For Reporting  

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information 

http://www.gcms.org
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:gchd-cd@gchd.us
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-530653--,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
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http://www.gfhc.org/CHAPreferrals
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http://www.gfhc.org/
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Guest Article 

Stop America’s Violence Everywhere (S. A. V. E.)  

 
With rising violence everywhere, the AMA Alliance launched the very important health promotion 
project “Stop America’s Violence Everywhere” in 1995. Numerous anti-violence programs have been 
implemented in county and state alliances across the country. The GCMS   Alliance has been            
distributing children’s activity books “Hands Are Not For Hitting” and “You Can Stop Bullies” in         
elementary schools to bring awareness to the serious community problem. In addition, they have 
been involved with the    Genesee County Committee for Community Peace to celebrate the first     
Saturday of October as a Peace and Unity Day that brings several organizations together. 

 

This year, the event was held on Saturday,  October 1.  People gathered by the Mahatma Gandhi   
statue in the UM-Flint campus. Leaders from different faiths spoke about the importance of unity in 
diversity. The Steel Drum Band was on hand to entertain the congregation. We moved on to the 
Michigan Rooms where a short program was held, organized by GCMS Alliance member, Sabita     
Tummala, and others. Some    students spoke, sang and danced emphasizing on the theme. Past   
President Lakshmi Tummala, Elizabeth Jordan and Rula Ali handed prizes to winners of the essay   
contest that was sponsored by the Alliance. Lakshmi spoke about the reading material distributed in 
elementary schools that fall under the S. A. V. E. and Reach Out and Read projects. The latter helps 
students improve their reading skills and obtain better grades. Jay Kommareddi spoke on hate crimes 
that on rise everywhere. Each year, a person in the community who goes above and beyond to       
promote non violence in the community is presented with the Peacemaker of The Year Award. This 
year’s recipient was Isaiah M. Oliver, President - Community Foundation of Greater Flint. The  event 
concluded with refreshments.  

 Lakshmi Tummala 

http://www.gcms.org
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2022 GCMS & GCMSA 

President’s Ball 

Sponsors 

            Platinum Level $5,000 

http://www.gcms.org
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Gold  Level $2,500 

Silver Level $1,500 

http://www.gcms.org
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  Bronze Level $750 + 

http://www.gcms.org


 

November 2022                                                                                 THE GCMS BULLETIN 41 

Generous Donation: 

 Dr. Brenda Rogers-Grays 

Dr. Clifford Cox 

 

    Thank you to all of our Sponsors! 

This historical institution could not exist without 
partners like you! 

http://www.gcms.org
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 Your Membership at Work 

 GCMS welcomes Dr. Paul Kocheril as new GCMS 

President! 

 GCMS hosts monthly Practice Manager’s meeting 

discussing complicated insurance issues and 

gets acclimated with MIPS reporting for a 

boost in Medicare reimbursement and practice 

requirements. 

 GCMS hosts annual GCMS/GCMSA President’s Ball

– with a record turn out!  

 GCMS Staff working on negotiations for Luna 

Languages to give GCMS members a discount as 

a benefit of membership (virtual interpreting 

services for multiple languages). 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.therybargroup.com/
https://therybargroup.com/
https://therybargroup.com/
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.genhs.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/safehaven
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https://connect.msms.org/Membership/Join
https://connect.msms.org/Membership/Join

