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Our Vision  

That the Genesee County Medical Society maintain its position as the premier medical society by advocating on behalf of its 
physician members and patients.  

Our Mission  

The mission of the Genesee County Medical Society is leadership, advocacy, education, and service on behalf of its members and 
their patients.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  PLEASE NOTE  

The GCMS Nominating Committee seeks input from members for nominations for the GCMS Presidential Citation for Lifetime 
Community Service. The Committee would like to be made aware of candidates for consideration.  

By subscription $60 per year. Member subscription included with Society dues. Contributions to  
THE BULLETIN are always welcome. Forward news extracts or material of interest to the staff before the 5th of the month. All 

statements or comments in THE BULLETIN are the statements or opinions of the writers and are not    necessarily the opinion of 
the Genesee County Medical Society  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   

 

 

We see health care access disparities echoing through our COVID statistics. 
The pandemic has shone a spotlight on health disparities and created an     
opportunity to address the causes underlying these inequities.  

Recently, our President received care only he would have access to.  Literally, 
in this case, care that even money could not buy.  The numbers of African  and 
Hispanic Americans impacted by COVID-19 is much higher in their                 
percentages of COVID-19 cases and deaths than their percentages in           
society.   No doubt, for too many, their limited educational and economic   
opportunities place them in jobs that put them more at-risk. Many did not 
have access to preventive and   primary care throughout their lives which 
places them at greater risk of living with underlying health                            

conditions.  Many have also documented how the added stress of living with systemic racism has worn down 
the effectiveness of their immune systems over their lifetime.  

The most pervasive disparities are observed among African American and Latino individuals, and where data 
exist, American Indian, Alaska Native, and Pacific Islander populations. Preliminary prevalence and mortality 
estimates in multiple geographic areas, which are being tracked daily, show a consistent pattern of racial/
ethnic differences. 

Studies are needed to understand the influence of state and local mitigation policies on differences in health 
services utilization and health outcomes, the role of community-level protective factors and interventions in 
mitigating the adverse consequences of the sector disruptions caused by the outbreak, the influence of  
COVID-19–related racism and other types of discrimination, and the role of social determinants of health in 
influencing preventive health behaviors. 

While many hopeful signs are visible on the horizon with promising new treatments and vaccines progressing 
through the approval process, we also must be more vigilant than ever in the coming months.  

 

DO NOT FORGET getting a flu shot this month is an important way to prepare for the winter months ahead.  

 

 

 

Qazi Azher , MD 

http://www.gcms.org
http://gcms.org/
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Virtual  

President’s Ball 

November 7, 2020 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.hoffshealthybooks.com/
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October 21, 2020 

GCMS Community and Environmental  Health Comm. 

12:30 pm, Zoom 

 

October 27, 2020 

Board of Directors 

6:00 pm, Zoom 

 

November 2, 2020 

Legislative Liaison Committee 

8:00 am, Zoom 

 

November 7, 2020 

President’s Ball 

6:00 pm, zoom 

 

November 10, 2020 

Practice Managers 

8:00 am, Zoom 

 

November 18, 2020 

GCMS Community and Environmental  Health Comm. 

12:30 pm, Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
http://wachler.com/
http://www.wachler.com/
http://gcms.org/
https://www.potterandroose.com/
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Genesee County  

Medical Society  

Welcomes  

New Executive Director 

 

I would like to thank GCMS Board of     

Director’s for the  opportunity to work with such a vibrant,  

committed  Medical Society. 

It has been an honor to work with GCMS this last year in 

the capacity of a bookkeeper to streamline the accounting 

irregularities.  During that time, I really enjoyed and      

respected all the advice and input shared by so many of 

the Board Members.   

I am a certified perfusionist and have been working at 

McLaren Hospital for more than thirty-five years.  

Throughout my career I have been very involved in       

organized medicine. I sat on the board for Spring Arbor 

University for four years, and was Vice Chairman of  

McLaren Institutional Review Board.  Along with being the 

Director of Perfusion for twenty-seven years, I was also 

the Vice President of Michigan Perfusion Society. I have a 

master’s degree in organizational management, and I am a  

certified bookkeeper through QuickBooks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working at McLaren for many years gave me 

the wonderful opportunity to work with and get to know 

many physicians in Genesee County. 

I have been married to my wife, Heidi for 31 years and 

have one son, Matt, whom is 23 years of age and has    

recently graduated from  GVSU.   

I have learned all the administrative aspects of GCMS   

including the partnership with MSMS while working    

closely with  our previous Executive Director, Angie      

Kemppainen and Executive Assistant, Sherry Smith for 

over 12 months.   

Again, I am very excited to be able to work closely with 
this amazing group of physicians.  If you have any        
questions, concerns or ideas please feel free to contact me 
directly at Executivedirector@gcms.org or by calling       
810-407-4921. 
 

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

 DAVID HOFF,  CCP, MA 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:Executivedirector@gcms.org
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Sovita 
Credit Union 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.sovitacu.org/
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GUEST EDITORIAL 

 
 
Children have a lot of dreams growing up.  I am sure, there are many more men and women like 
my husband, that spent thousands of dollars and endless number of hours studying to become a 
doctor. It does not end there. For physicians, continuing medical education is required to keep 
abreast of latest developments in their practice. It takes a very special person to become a     
doctor as their practice involves stress due to long hours, fear of malpractice suits and they 
must make do with cuts in reimbursement. In addition, there are health care issues that        
concerned physicians and their spouses are monitoring like the Smoke-free Work Place Bill, 
Physical  Education in Schools, Tort Reforms and the Chiropractic Scope Bill, to name a few.  
 
Doctors and their spouses need to be involved in organized medicine and play an active role in 
political  advocacy. It is important for physicians to unite to influence legislators because it takes 
strength in numbers to fight the system. But how many do? We need more people to actively 
participate in the cause for effective national health care reforms. Helen Keller once said, 
“Science may have found a cure for most evils, but it has no remedy for the worst of all-the    
apathy of human beings.” This seems especially true for most of us. You probably believe that 
politicians do not care about what you think or you feel that you do not have the time to       
contact elected officials and you are not sure what to say to them, or do not understand the   
legislative system. But, contrary to what you may think, it is possible to influence politicians 
without spending much money. With this being the election year, your involvement is very    
crucial. 
 
We have all heard that action is the best antidote to despair. 
Take every opportunity to spread the word through media and 
your patients, friends and professional colleagues.   Advocacy is 
simple and it is everyone’s business. All we need to do is get to 
know our legislators. One of the most effective ways to          
participate is to make our views known by writing to our    
elected government officials. In this age of technology, it is easy 
to take action on MSMS online Action Center (www.msms.org/
action) or use the telephone as it is our best tool. Use it to call 
your congressman and ask to speak to legislative aides for 
health care. Obtain their e-mail addresses and communicate 
with them as issues arise and, finally,  contribute to MDPAC to 
help fight to protect the practice of good medicine. Please join 
us to meet our Geneses County elected officer monthly at our 
Genesee County Legislative  Liaison Committee meeting to share 
your thoughts and objections.  

  Advocacy is Everyone’s Business 

  Lakshmi K. Tummala 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/action
http://www.msms.org/action
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http://www.gcms.org
https://connect.msms.org/Donate/MDPAC-Individual-Credit-Card
https://www.mdpac.org/Engage.aspx
https://gcms.org/
https://www.msms.org/About-MSMS
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http://www.gcms.org
http://gcms.org/
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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Includes: One Full-Page Ad* in the January 2021 GCMS Bulletin, a link to your  website from 

your ad, special mention in advertising and promotions relating to the Presidents' Ball, acknowledgement in 

the event program and at the virtual podium, and a sponsorship of a Dinner Business Meeting. 

Platinum-$5,000 Level Sponsor 

Includes: One Full–Page Ad* in the January 2021 GCMS Bulletin, a link to your website from your ad, special    

mention in advertising and promotions relating to the Presidents' Ball and acknowledgement in the event 

program and at the virtual podium. 

Gold-$2,500 Level Sponsor 

Includes: One Half-Page Ad* in the January 2021 GCMS Bulletin,  special mention in advertising and        

promotions relating to the Presidents’ Ball and acknowledgement in the event program and at the             

virtual podium. 

Silver- $1,500 Level Sponsor 

Includes: One Quarter-Page Ad* in the January 2021 GCMS Bulletin, special mention in advertising and          

promotions relating to the Presidents’ Ball and acknowledgement in the event program and at the             

virtual podium. 

Bronze-$750 Level Sponsor 

Includes: Business Card Size Ad* in the January 2021 GCMS Bulletin, special mention in advertising and         

promotions relating to the Presidents’ Ball and acknowledgement in the event program and at the             

virtual podium. 

Gold Star– Generous Donation 

Includes: Special mention in advertising and promotions relating to the Presidents’ Ball, and acknowledge-

ment in the event program and at the virtual podium. 

*GCMS will place ads at its discretion upgrading to premium placement if possible  

 

Please click HERE to make your generous donation! 

 

 

President’s Virtual Ball 

Premiere - $10,000 Level Sponsor 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://knowmoregenesee.org/education-prevention/
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   Happy birthday doctor!

 

 

 

   october 

 november 

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fall4fitness2020
https://www.commit2fit.com/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.commit2fit.com/
https://www.umflint.edu/reccenter/virtual-fitness
https://crim.org/mindfulness/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRyHQ2bu3Wbc5J5UrZAm1nw/videos
https://ymca360.org/
https://www.arthritis.org/search/results?query=online%20exercises
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