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Our Vision  

That the Genesee County Medical Society maintain its position as the premier medical society by advocating on behalf of its 
physician members and patients.  

Our Mission  

The mission of the Genesee County Medical Society is leadership, advocacy, education, and service on behalf of its members and 
their patients.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  PLEASE NOTE  

The GCMS Nominating Committee seeks input from members for nominations for the GCMS Presidential Citation for Lifetime 
Community Service. The Committee would like to be made aware of candidates for consideration.  

By subscription $60 per year. Member subscription included with Society dues. Contributions to  
THE BULLETIN are always welcome. Forward news extracts or material of interest to the staff before the 5th of the month. All 

statements or comments in THE BULLETIN are the statements or opinions of the writers and are not    necessarily the opinion of 
the Genesee County Medical Society  
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We Welcome Our 2020 Resident Doctors! 
 

On behalf of the Genesee County Medical Society membership 
body, I congratulate and welcome all the resident doctors  
joining our Genesee County hospitals-  Hurley Medical Center, 
McLaren Flint and Genesys Regional Medical Center. While we 
realize that you are beginning your journey in unprecedented 
time, we want you to know that GCMS is here to assist you 
along the way. 
 
Our greatest strength as a profession lies in providing our    
residents with the knowledge, skills and values that will serve 
them throughout their careers. Genesee County has always 
been fortunate in attracting talented residents and our    
teaching hospitals are among the best in the state in             
preparing these residents from diverse backgrounds,      
providing superb  clinical and research training in both          
primary and specialty care. 

 
   Medicine is a path of lifelong learning, scholarship research, 

and community service. We wish you a very warm   welcome 
to this next step of the journey and look  forward to working 
with you throughout your career!  
 

Qazi Azher , MD 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   

http://www.gcms.org
http://gcms.org/
https://therybargroup.com/
https://therybargroup.com/
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Board of Directors, 7/28 

6:00 pm, Zoom 

 

Legislative Liaison Committee, 8/3 

8:00 am, Zoom 

 

Practice Managers, 8/6 

8:00 am, Zoom 

 

Board of Directors, 8/25 

6:00 pm, Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
http://wachler.com/
http://www.wachler.com/
http://gcms.org/
https://www.potterandroose.com/
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

 

 

Paycheck Protection Program Loan (PPP)  

 
Designed to provide a direct incentive for small businesses to keep 

their workers on the payroll, the PPP resumed accepting              

applications on July 6, 2020. The new deadline to apply for a 

Paycheck Protection Program loan is August 8, 2020.  If you wish 

to begin    preparing your application, you can download  a copy of 

the PPP borrower application form to see the information that will 

be  requested from you when you apply with a lender.  

 

The Michigan District Office information is linked here, which      

includes free upcoming webinars and resources, and local Genesee 

County assistance can be found using a zip code search here . 

 

 

Michigan Small Business Restart Program  

 

In response to the economic impact of COVID-19, the State of Michigan has allocated $100 million 

of CARES Act funding to implement the Michigan Small Business Restart Program to support the 

needs of small businesses directly impacted by COVID-19. 

 

The Michigan Small Business Restart Program will provide funding to local economic  development 

organizations- in Genesee County, $8,045,455 provided to the Flint &  Genesee Chamber- who will 

provide grants to eligible small businesses that have been negatively impacted by COVID-19 and 

need working capital to support payroll expenses, rent, mortgage payments, utility expenses or  

other similar expenses. 

 

 

         Funding Sources Available to Help  

   Physician Practices 

   Angie Kemppainen, CAE  

http://www.gcms.org
https:/www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://www.sba.gov/document/sba-form-2483-paycheck-protection-program-borrower-application-form
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/mi/detroit
https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/find/
https://www.michiganbusiness.org/about-medc/covid19/restart/
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Businesses and nonprofits with 50 or fewer employees, must demonstrate the following: 

 

• Part of an industry or nonprofit that can demonstrate it has been impacted by the COVID-19   

emergency 

• Needs working capital to support payroll expenses, rent, mortgage payments, utility expenses or 

other similar expenses 

• Demonstrates an income loss as result of the COVID-19 emergency as determined by the Michigan 

Strategic Fund (MSF). 

 

Additionally, at least 30 percent of the funds awarded under this program will be provided to women-

owned, minority-owned or veteran-owned eligible businesses. The MEDC anticipates that more than 

5,000 businesses across the state will benefit from this program. 

 

There will be a single, statewide application for the Michigan Small Business Restart Program that 

opened on July 15, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. and will close on August 5, 2020 at 11:59 pm.   Applicants can  

apply for up to $20,000 in grant funds. To view the application questions, click here.                             

 

Grants must be used for expenditures made between March 1, 2020 and December 30, 2020 that 

meet the following criteria: 

 

• Necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to COVID-19 

(such as resulting from employment or business interruptions due to COVID-19) 

• Working capital to support payroll expenses, rent, mortgage payments, utility expenses, costs    

related to reopening a business or nonprofit, or other use authorized under the CARES Act. 

http://www.gcms.org
https://pmbc.connect.space/msbr/details
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Immunity From Liability During A State of Emergency  

By Megan R. Mulder, Attorney  

at Cline, Cline & Griffin  

 

 In mid-March 2020, Michigan saw its first reported cases of COVID-19. March 2020 was also 

the same month in which Governor Whitmer declared a State of Emergency. When a State of      

Emergency is declared, the Emergency  Management Act (Act 390 of 1976) takes effect. Part of The 

Emergency   Management Act (MCL 30.411) currently provides for immunity to health care providers 

and facilities under certain circumstances. Specifically, MCL 30.411 states in pertinent part as follows:  

 

(4) A person licensed to practice medicine or osteopathic medicine and 

surgery or a licensed hospital, whether licensed in this or another state 

or by the federal government or a branch of the armed forces of the 

United States, or an individual listed in subsection (6), who renders    

services    during a state of disaster declared by the governor and at the 

express or implied request of a state official or agency or county or local 

coordinator or executive body, is considered an authorized disaster   

relief worker or facility and is not liable for an injury sustained by a   

person by reason of those services, regardless of how or under what 

circumstances or by what cause those injuries are sustained. The        

immunity granted by this          subsection does not apply in the event of 

an act or omission that is willful or gross negligence. If a civil action for 

malpractice is filed alleging an act or omission that is willful or gross 

negligence resulting in injuries, the   services rendered that resulted in 

those injuries shall be judged according to the standards required of 

persons licensed in this state to perform those services.  

 

 Based upon the above language, immunity from liability is only provided to medical personnel, 

or medical facilities, for an injury caused while providing medical services directly related to the State 

of Emergency declared by the Governor of Michigan. Further, the immunity does not apply in cases of 

willful or gross negligence.  

 Since the COVID-19 pandemic, Senate Bill 899 was introduced. Senate Bill 899, if passed, 

would amend and expand the Emergency Management Act regarding the immunity  provided to 

medical   professionals and medical care facilities.  

 

 LEGAL ADVISOR   

http://www.gcms.org
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Senate Bill 899 expands the above section of MCL 30.411 in a variety of ways, two of which will be discussed 
below.  

 First, Senate Bill 899 expands the definitions of health care professional and health care facility. The 

definition of a health care professional would include any person licensed, registered, or otherwise             

authorized to engage in a health care profession under the Public Health Code. A health care facility would 

include a hospital, health maintenance organization, free standing surgical outpatient facility, a county    

medical care facility, a nursing home, an ambulance operation or other such transportation operation        

service, a hospice facility, a state-owned surgical center, a medical facility located at a college or university, a 

state operated veterans facility, or a facility used as surge capacity for any health care facility as previously 

listed.  

 Second, Senate Bill 899 expands the acts that are protected to include health care services rendered 

during a state of disaster, under a declared State of Emergency, to those performed in support of the state’s 

response to the state of disaster declared by the Governor. In other words, Senate Bill 899 would protect a 

health care professional from criminal or civil liability for alleged harm or damages sustained during        

treatment rendered during a state of disaster and performed in support of the state’s response to the state 

of disaster. However, the expansion does not allow for immunity in circumstances of willful or gross          

negligence, intentional criminal misconduct, or intentional infliction of harm.  

  

  

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.ccglawyers.com/
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 If Senate Bill 899 passes, the immunity would extend from March 10, 2020, the date the Gover-

nor declared a State of Emergency, until the end of the State of Emergency, or through September 30, 

2020, whichever is later.   

 Currently, the Senate has passed Bill 899 and the Bill has now moved into the House of         

Representatives for further review and comment. At the time this article was authored, no date had 

been published  regarding when the House of Representatives was scheduled to discuss and vote on 

Senate Bill 899. The passage of this bill could have important and significant impacts upon medical   

professionals and medical personnel. In the upcoming months, it will be important to follow whether or 

not this bill   passes. 

  If you have any questions or concerns regarding the information contained within this article, 

please contact the author, Megan R. Mulder of Cline, Cline & Griffin, P.C. at mmulder@ccglawyers.com 

or by calling the office at 810-232-3141.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:mmulder@ccglawyers.com
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Sovita 
Credit Union 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.sovitacu.org/
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GUEST EDITORIAL 

 

Masks and COVID-19: Still a Valid Threat 

 

Masks and Social Distancing – added advantage in prevention of 
COVID spread!!! REMINDER  

The CDC recommends that everyone sick or healthy wear a mask 
in areas where it can be hard to stay 6 feet away from others in 
any place indoor or outdoor. That’s because studies show that 
people can spread COVID-19 even if they don’t have symptoms 
when they are asymptomatic or presymptomatic without illness. 
In fact, you might be the most contagious just before symptoms 
begin. 

When someone who has COVID-19 coughs, sneezes, or talks, they 
send tiny droplets with the coronavirus into the air. That's where a 
mask can help. This helps to slow the spread of COVID-19. 

A cloth face mask won't totally block the coronavirus. But it is an added layer of protection for you and 
the people around you when used along with regular hand washing and social distancing measures 
like staying 6 feet away from others. 

If you’re in the car with people who do not reside with you, in this case, it might be a good idea to 
avoid using the “recirculation” setting on your air conditioner or to open the car windows for air      
circulation.  

• If you’re sick and have other people in the car 

• If you feel anxious about being out in public right now, and keeping a mask on comforts you 

If you’re traveling a short distance between stops and don’t want to take the mask off only to have to 
put it back on again immediately 
Since it’s generally a good idea to avoid touching your face mask (to avoid contaminating the mask or 
the hand), it makes sense to just leave it on for a while instead of taking it on and off frequently. But if 
you do drive with it, understand that wearing a mask can reduce your field of vision. Always weigh the 
benefits of wearing a mask in your car against the potential risks involved. 

The different types of face masks include: 

• Basic cloth face mask 

• Surgical face mask 

• N95 respirator 

• Filtering facepiece respirator 

• P100 respirator/gas mask 

 Joshua Christy, MD 

http://www.gcms.org
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• Self-contained breathing apparatus 

• Full face respirator 

• Full length face shield 

• KN95 respirator 

The CDC offers the following guidelines for wearing face masks: 

• Fits snuggly but comfortably against the side of the face 

• Secures with ties or ear loops 

• Includes multiple layers of fabric 

• Allows for breathing without restriction 

Able to be laundered and machine dried without damage or change to shape 
Final Thoughts…….. 

It’s a scary time out there, but face masks are a small way you can make a difference. You’re helping 
to prevent the virus from spreading, which is crucial in getting the situation under control. 

Masks aren’t necessarily the height of fashion, but they are the height of protection during the   
COVID-19 pandemic. Get one while you can and stay safe out there! 

References: 
Ravandi, S. Valizadeh, M. (2011). Properties of Fibers and Fabrics that Contribute to Human Comfort. 
Retrieved from, https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/engineering/cotton-fibre 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Use of Cloth Face Coverings to Help Slow the Spread of 
COVID-19. Retrieved from, https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-
cloth-face-coverings.html 
U.S. Food & Drug Administration. N95 Respirators and Surgical Masks (Face Masks). Retrieved 
from, https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/personal-protective-equipment-infection-control/n95-
respirators-surgical-masks-and-face-masks 
UCSC Industrial Hygiene Services. Filtering Facepiece Respirators. Retrieved from, https://
ehs.ucsc.edu/programs/safety-ih/documents/n95.pdf 
Miller, A. Brueck, H. Gal, S. (2020, March 11). All the Different Types of Face Masks, and Who Should 
Wear Them During the Coronavirus Outbreak. Retrieved from, https://www.businessinsider.com/types
-of-masks-used-for-coronavirus-outbreak-n95-surgical-2020-3 
Talhelm, T. (2020, April 20). What’s the Difference Between N95 and KN95 Masks? Retrieved 
from, https://smartairfilters.com/en/blog/whats-the-difference-between-n95-and-kn95-masks/ 
 

Joshua Christy MD 

Internal Medicine Resident 

McLaren Reginal Medical Center  

http://www.gcms.org
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/engineering/cotton-fibre
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/personal-protective-equipment-infection-control/n95-respirators-surgical-masks-and-face-masks
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/personal-protective-equipment-infection-control/n95-respirators-surgical-masks-and-face-masks
https://ehs.ucsc.edu/programs/safety-ih/documents/n95.pdf
https://ehs.ucsc.edu/programs/safety-ih/documents/n95.pdf
https://www.businessinsider.com/types-of-masks-used-for-coronavirus-outbreak-n95-surgical-2020-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/types-of-masks-used-for-coronavirus-outbreak-n95-surgical-2020-3
https://smartairfilters.com/en/blog/whats-the-difference-between-n95-and-kn95-masks/
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   Happy birthday doctor!

 

  JULY 

 

  AUGUST 

http://www.gcms.org
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