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Our Vision  

That the Genesee County Medical Society maintain its position as the premier medical society by advocating on behalf 
of its physician members and patients.  

Our Mission  

The mission of the Genesee County Medical Society is leadership, advocacy, education, and service on behalf of its 
members and their patients.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  PLEASE NOTE  

The GCMS Nominating Committee seeks input from members for nominations for the GCMS Presidential Citation for 
Lifetime Community Service. The Committee would like to be made aware of candidates for consideration. 

Buy subscription $60 per year. Member subscription included with Society dues. Contributions to  
THE BULLETIN are always welcome. Forward news extracts or material of interest to the staff before the 1st of the 

month. All statements or comments in THE BULLETIN are the statements or opinions of the writers and are not neces-
sarily the opinion of the Genesee County Medical Society . 
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GCMS Meetings 
 

  

Practice Manager Meeting 

May 14th ,  2026 

9:00 A.M 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 Recessed May—Next meeting  

June 23rd, 2026 

6:00 P.M 

 

 

Town Hall 

June 25th, 2026 

            Sloan Museum 6:00 P.M– 8:30 P.M.4 Se 

lit 4532 

  

*All meetings are via Zoom unless otherwise 

noted 
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http://wachler.com/
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A WORD FROM OUR  PRESIDENT &                                            

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

 
 

   A New Era 

http://www.gcms.org
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DR.  MICHAEL  DANIC, D.O.  

GCMS PRESIDENT 

DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP                                                                                                

GCMS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

http://www.gcms.org
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 On behalf of GCMS we would like to congratulate Dr. Aftab A. Aftab.   

 

On March 26, 2026 at University of Michigan Flint, Dr. Aftab A. Aftab, was the recipient of the 2026 Allama Muhammad 
Iqbal Community Leadership Award.  He exemplifies a lifetime of professional excellence and extraordinary service to 
the Flint community.   

Since arriving in Flint in the 1960s, first at St. Joseph’s Hospital and later at Hurley Medical Center, he has devoted 
more than five decades to caring for three generations of families while helping to build one of the region’s leading pe-
diatric departments, serving as Chair of Pediatrics for over 20 years. In recognition of his distinguished career, he was 
awarded the Pinnacle Award in 2009, Hurley’s highest honor for physicians. 

Beyond medicine, Dr. Aftab’s enduring commitment to community leadership and service reflects the Prophetic val-
ues of compassion, mercy, and care for humanity.  He is past president of the Islamic Medical Association and recipi-
ent of its lifetime community service award, as well as locally through interfaith outreach, charitable work, and public 
dialogue, including regular appearances on a comparative religion radio program and raising funds for the children's 
miracle network. A man of wide interests, from history and travel to running the Crim 10 Mile race, Dr. Aftab has devot-
ed his life to bringing people together, strengthening both the health and spirit of the community he so faithfully serves, 
and leaving a legacy of unity, compassion, and enduring impact. 

 

Pictured from right to left:  Dr. Jamal Hammoud, Dr. Aftab A. Aftab, Dr. Mohammed Daassa. 

http://www.gcms.org
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Number of U.S. patients on active long-term 
opioid treatment declined by nearly a quarter 

between 2015-2023 

HealthDay (4/14, Thompson) reports a study found that U.S. patients ñon active long-term 
opioid treatment – defined as 90 days or longer – fell by nearly a quarter (24%) be-
tween 2015 and 2023.ò For the study, ñresearchers analyzed trends in U.S. opioid 
use using a database that captures 92% of all American retail pharmacy prescrip-
tions. Results showed that in 2023, patients on long-term opioid therapy accounted 
for just under 12% of all patients prescribed any opioids. Overall, the number of peo-
ple on long-term opioids fell from about 5.6 million in 2015 to 4.2 million in 2023.ò In 
addition, researchers ñobserved a shift in those receiving long-term opioid therapy. 
Average patient age rose from nearly 53 in 2015 to almost 61 in 2023. In addition, 
Medicare now covers the most long-term opioid prescriptions, increasing from about 
39% in 2015 to 49% in 2023.ò The study was discussed in a JAMA research letter.  

http://www.gcms.org
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2026041503ama&r=12646281-3d17&l=005-056&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2026041503ama&r=12646281-3d17&l=006-875&t=c
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On April 15, 2026, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan (BCBSM) issued a Provider 
Alert announcing their decision to pause the implementation of a new reimbursement policy 
that would have reduced payment by 50 percent for E/M codes appended with modifier 25 
and billed with a minor procedure. 

This policy was originally announced in the February edition of BCBSMôs The Record and 
further clarified in a Policy Update later that month. Through ongoing correspondence with 
BCBSM and a coordinated communications strategy, the Michigan State Medical Society 
(MSMS) expressed serious concerns with the policy change as it would have broadly impact-
ed physician practices and patients across the state. We are grateful to all who joined in 
sharing their concerns and examples of the policyôs real-world impact. 

On March 24, 2026, we met directly with BCBSM leadership, bringing together a focused 
contingent of leaders from MSMS, specialty societies, Physician Organizations, American 
Medical Association, and Michigan Health & Hospital Association. MSMS appreciated BCB-
SMôs willingness to listen to and take into consideration the concerns expressed by our group 
on behalf of the physician community.  

ñThe ability to engage in collaborative and mutually respectful dialogue with Doctor Grant[i], 
Doctor Milewski[ii], and other BCBSM leaders over the past couple of months enabled us to 
provide relevant information for their perusal as they re-examined this policy,ò noted MSMS 
CEO Tom M. George, MD. ñWe are thankful for their decision and look forward to working 
with BCBSM in the future on efforts to improve health care quality, access and affordability.ò 

 

BCBSM Pauses Implementation of Modifier 25 Policy 

http://www.gcms.org
https://providerinfo.bcbsm.com/documents/alerts/2026/202604/alert-20260413-new-modifier-25-policy-postponed.pdf
https://providerinfo.bcbsm.com/documents/alerts/2026/202604/alert-20260413-new-modifier-25-policy-postponed.pdf
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTI2MTc2ODMsImUiOiJtZy1lbmM6UmsyTU1HWXU2UW9hTHJldURZNng2Q3diOUMyelUyM3FjWk44alBleG1LOD0iLCJyaSI6ImNvbnRhY3QtNjhmYTAwMmM2Mjc2ZTkxMWEyY2IwMmJmYzBhODAxN2MtMTE0MjUwYjU1Y2U4NDZjNDlmMWI3OGY2ZmYzMTI2M2UiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyN
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People with long COVID face higher risk for serious heart         
problems 

HealthDay (4/8, Neff) reports people ñwith long COVID face a higher risk for serious heart 
problems – even younger adults who were never sick enough to be hospitalized, new 
research suggests.ò Among patients with long COVID, ñresearchers found an increased 
risk for cardiovascular events including heart attack, arrhythmias and heart failure.ò 

Among women, over ñ18% experienced heart issues, compared to just 8% of those who 
never had long COVID.ò For men, almost ñ21% had heart complications compared to 
11% in the control group.ò The findings were published in eClinicalMedicine.  

 
Laboratory System Partner, 
Starting April 14, 2026, the MDHHS Bureau of Laboratories is offering measles IgM testing on serum sam-
ples. Please request prior approval through the MDHHS Bureau of Infectious Disease Prevention at 517-

335-8165. To order measles testing, refer to test requisition form MDHHS-6084. 

Ship specimens either cold (2-8°C) or frozen (<-20°C), packed in a Styrofoam container with frozen cold 
packs. If sample processing is delayed >48 hours, specimens must be frozen and shipped on dry ice to re-
main frozen during transport. 
Shipping supplies for specimens sent to the BOL for testing may be ordered through the Laboratory Kit Or-
der Tracking System (LKOTS). Select Kit 8A for serum shipping supplies and Kit 45 for Viral PCR testing. 
Serum samples may be packaged along with NP/OP swabs in VTM for PCR testing. Individual items (e.g. 
Styrofoam coolers, cold packs, collection tubes, etc.) may be ordered as needed by contact-
ing mdhhslab@michigan.gov.  

For serum submission instructions refer to DCH-0812. 

For NP/OP swabs in VTM submission instructions refer to DCH-0772.  

For additional questions, please contact the Virology Section Manager, Dr. Katie Margulieux 
at margulieuxk@michigan.gov or 517-335-8099 

http://www.gcms.org
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2026040903ama&r=12646281-6bee&l=004-5eb&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2026040903ama&r=12646281-6bee&l=005-a2e&t=c
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmdhhs%2FBOL%2FForms%2FMDHHS_6084.dotx%3Frev=846c836b5ff845c3a04d8565ba737f8c%26hash=AF66A6F3D411D730D1EF3EE0888D42BC/1/0100019d913610e4-d639ce7d-4291-4
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmilkots.michigan.gov%2Flogin/1/0100019d913610e4-d639ce7d-4291-497f-b0ff-130e717a4163-000000/jasYYmQ17vUhXZsoULITaq9wkh9Gu6Ha5UnO6oQVX5Y=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmilkots.michigan.gov%2Flogin/1/0100019d913610e4-d639ce7d-4291-497f-b0ff-130e717a4163-000000/jasYYmQ17vUhXZsoULITaq9wkh9Gu6Ha5UnO6oQVX5Y=452
mailto:mdhhslab@michigan.gov
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmdhhs%2FBOL%2FForms%2FDCH-0812.pdf%3Frev=2e0a646d2d5e4514b6792d19f9e00bcd%26hash=A0143E099F4B03A06FCE06D1CD09E58D/1/0100019d913610e4-d639ce7d-4291-497f
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.michigan.gov%252Fmdhhs%252F-%252Fmedia%252FProject%252FWebsites%252Fmdhhs%252FFolder1%252FFolder3%252FDCH-0772.docx%253Frev%253D94ea18a29dd
mailto:margulieuxk@michigan.gov
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.sovitacu.org/
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From the desk of our GCMSA PRESIDENT AMANDA BAUER  

                                                 

http://www.gcms.org
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This month’s meeting with Representative Matt Bierlein centered on the reimbursement challenges 

that many of our billers and practicing physicians, are facing. Several of your colleagues described   

extensive delays in payments, incorrect claim processing, and limited support from insurers—

particularly Blue Cross Blue Shield. Outstanding balances ranged from tens of thousands to over a   

million dollars, with some claims sitting unresolved for more than 180 days. Concerns were also 

raised about upcoming reimbursement cuts tied to modifier 25, which would reduce exam related 

payments by 50% starting May 1st. Representative Bierlein listened closely to each issue and asked 

that the full meeting details and recording be shared with him so he can bring these concerns        

directly to the insurance policy committees. Thank you Representative Bierlein. 

GCMS & SCMS Aprils Office Managers Meeting 

with State Representative Matt Bierlein  

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.hurleymc.com/
hurleymc.com
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.gcms.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.rmipc.net/
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 https://www.hurleymc.com/services/orthopedics/robotic-knee-replacement-tmini/  

http://www.gcms.org
https://www.hurleymc.com/services/orthopedics/robotic-knee-replacement-tmini/
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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 http://www.gcmsalliamce.org  

 the.aliance.GCMSA 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:abauerPNP@gmail.com
http://www.gcmsalliance.org/
http://www.gcmsalliance.org/
https://www.instagram.com/the_alliance_gcmsa/
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31st Annual Healing Hands 5K Run/Walk  

www.KathyQuayle.com 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:kathy@kathyquayle.com
https://runsignup.com/Race/Events/MI/Flint/HealingHandsKRunWalk
https://kathyquayle-kuehnleandassociatesinc.sites.cbmoxi.com/


 

APRIL  2026 THE GCMS BULLETIN 23 

GCMS is focused on improving the future of medicine. 

Our resource's and meetings are a great way to learn 

about medical advancements and potential            

treatments.  Click the link below for more information. 

 

WWW.GCMS.ORG 

http://www.gcms.org
http://WWW.GCMS.ORG
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http://www.gcms.org
https://genhs.org/
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ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS IT’S ESSENTIAL 

NOW MORE THAN EVER THAT YOU JOIN US.. 

AND OFFICE STAFF! 

Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern  

for medical professionals! 

Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for  

practice managers and office staff of all member physicians . 

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org to  RSVP,  

YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZOOM INVITE 

 

             

NEXT MEETING DATE:    

                                 MAY 14TH ,  2026— 9:00 A.M.      

                   You do not want your Practice Manager to miss  out  

                                                        on these valuable meetings! 

 & 

9:00 A.M. 

**Via 

Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Adult-and-Childrens-Services/Children-and-Families/Immunization-Information/LHD/Immunization-Report-Cards/Genesee.pdf?rev=75c9d1756e9145c6a0f2b3951da79ecd&hash=671DF2D6329FE87A31FCE33A71D9955A
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/vaccines/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fvpd%2Fmmr%2Fpublic%2Findex.html
https://www.geneseecountymi.gov/departments/health_department/clinics/immunizations.php#:%7E:text=%C2%A0Contact-,(810)%20237%2D4540,-(810)%20237%2D4569
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Click here for full  guide 

http://www.gcms.org
https://www.geneseecountymi.gov/Document_Center/Department/Health%207-18-22/Provider%20Resources/Measles%20Toolkit%20Updated%203.26.2025.pdf
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Laboratory System Partner, 

Effective immediately, the MDHHS Bureau of Laboratories (BOL) will no longer offer measles IgM testing due to a 
manufacturer kit recall. Specimens submitted for measles IgM testing will be forwarded to partner laboratories for test-
ing.  

Measles RT-PCR and measles IgG testing are not impacted and remain available at the BOL.  

For questions regarding this change, please contact: 

Virology Section Manager, Dr. Katie Margulieux, MargulieuxK@michigan.gov 517-335-8099, or 

Viral Serology Unit Manager, Kristine Smith, SmithK8@michigan.gov 517-335-8100. 

DISCONTINUATION-Measles-IgM 

Testing 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:MargulieuxK@michigan.gov
mailto:SmithK8@michigan.gov
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http://www.gcms.org
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 Your Membership at Work 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.hoffshealthybooks.com/
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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  For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers 

 For Reporting  

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:gchd-cd@gchd.us
https://usafacts.org/visualizations/coronavirus-covid-19-spread-map/state/michigan/county/genesee-county/
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.bing.com/search?q=genesee+county+ny+covid+DAS&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-1&ghc=1&lq=0&pq=genesee+county+ny+covid+das&sc=10-27&sk=&cvid=6DD7D37BBB64400A816931F34128A579&ghsh=0&ghacc=0&ghpl=
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-530653--,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
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GCMS can help YOUR PRACTICE 

meet the ADA requirements  

and provide impeccable services to your patients 

at a DISCOUNTED price! 

Genesee County Medical Society Members  

receive a discount for language services! 

To become a GCMS member, 

or to receive details about  

this discounted service 

Please contact : 

ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org 

   NEW BENEFIT  

FOR  

 MEMBERS!  

GCMS is very pleased to announce a relationship with Luna Language Services. 
Luna offers a number of different virtual options to assist physician offices with language interpretation services.  

As an added benefit to your GCMS Membership, a discount is now offered to all GCMS members utilizing  

Luna Virtual Language Services.   
Please contact David Hoff Executive Director to register your office for discounted services.  

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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     Do you have an advertising NEED?  

¶ Are you a Physician and  you are a member of 

GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan?  

¶ Do you have a medical practice and  you are a 

member of GCMS and your office has relocated?  

¶ Do you have a business that serves Michigan and  

business slow? 

    Let Genesee County Medical Society help!  

  

 1/2-page ad   $195/month 

 3/4-page ad   $290/month 

 Full page ad   $350/month 

 A link to the business website or email can be added for NO additional fee.  

 

 

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs! 

 

 

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin 

(ONLINE MAGAZINE) 

Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to 

1,500+ viewers.  The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published 

through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/) 

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership. 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/safehaven
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Did you know that all donations made to the Medical Society  

Foundation are 100% Tax-deductible? If you are interested in donating, or if 

you have any further questions, please contact  

executivedirector@gcms.org  Thank you!  

 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.samhsa.gov/medications-substance-use-disorders/waiver-elimination-mat-act
https://www.samhsa.gov/medications-substance-use-disorders/waiver-elimination-mat-act
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubs/docs/MATE_training.html
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubs/docs/MATE_Training_Letter_Final.pdf
mailto:to%20BPLHelp@michigan.gov.
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   Wix | LinkedIn  

   

 
WWW.GCMS.ORG 

 

Genesee County Medical Society (GCMS) | Flint MI | 
Facebook  

CONNECT WITH US..  

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:membership@msms.org
https://il.linkedin.com/company/wix-com?trk=public_jobs_topcard_logo
mailto:membership@msms.org
http://WWW.GCMS.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/GCMS.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GCMS.org/

