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Our Congressmen and woman
have their hands full.  The war on
terrorism is broad and extremely
costly in both dollars and lives.   The
American Economy and the World
Economy are struggling.  Social
welfare costs are very high.
Considering these major social
issues, estate taxes are pretty low on
the agenda of our Congress.

Nonetheless, estate taxes are real
and will have an impact on many of
our personal lives.  

As of today, our lawmakers have
ignored the fact that, in 2010, there
is no estate tax, but in 2011,
anybody with an estate over one
million dollars will pay
approximately one-half of the
amount of assets owned at the time
of death, in excess of one million
dollars, to the federal government as
an estate or death tax.

In the late 1990s, our lawmakers
recognized that estate taxes needed
to be reformed.  During this time
frame, the amount of assets that a
person could have at the time of his
or her death rose from $600,000 to
$3,500,000.  In 2010, there is no
estate tax.  In 2011, anyone having
in excess of one million dollars at the
time of his or her death is subject to
paying an estate or death tax of
approximately 50 percent of the
assets in excess of one million dollars
to the federal government just for
the privilege of dying.  

In late 2009, the entire financial
community believed Congress would
raise the one million dollar
exemption amount to somewhere
between two and five million dollars.

This did not happen.  Congress
may or may not act by the end of
2010 to raise the exemption
amount from one million dollars to
a higher number.  The financial
community still has hope that
Congress will increase the
exemption amount from one
million dollars to any higher
number.  Unfortunately, today's
reality is that the government needs
money and the estate tax may be
one of the ways our lawmakers
choose to raise money.  

If our lawmakers leave the

TAXES AND YOUR ESTATE 

estate tax exemption amount at one
million dollars, many Americans
will be forced to look at their estate
plans and be forced to make a
decision.  The decision process for
each individual or each couple will
be different.  There will be no
magic solution to avoiding estate
taxes.  There will be ways to avoid
estate taxes, but avoiding estate
taxes will take planning.  The
couple with an estate in excess of
two million dollars can easily avoid
tax on the first two million dollars,
but only with planning.  Leaving all
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L E G A L A D V I S O R your assets joint with your spouse
does not constitute planning from
an estate tax perspective.

Over the last decade, trusts
have become increasingly popular.
Trusts have become a necessity for
couples with assets in excess of one
million dollars, if that couple wants
to avoid estate taxes beginning in
2011 unless our lawmakers choose
to act.  

Even if our lawmakers raise the
estate tax exemption amount, trusts
are the only way to protect your
young children, or your adult
children, from themselves.  Trusts
allow assets to be passed on to a
family in an orderly fashion.

Other aspects of an estate plan
remain important, a Living
Will/Medical Durable Power of
Attorney and Financial Durable
Power of Attorney.  Please contact
the undersigned or your legal
advisor to make sure that your
estate plan still works in early 2011.

Reservations will be going out soon.
$85 per person    $170 per couple 

Please send your reservations to:
Genesee County Medical Society
4438 Oak Bridge Dr. Ste. B, Flint, MI  48532



22 OCTOBER�2010 The GCMS Bulletin 

CONGRESSMAN KILDEE PROVIDES WASHINGTON UPDATE
Congressman Dale Kildee provided Genesee County Medical Society and Alliance with his annual Washington

Update.  Participants included:  Mona Sahouri, Cheryl Thoms, Cathy Blight, MD, Gary Paavola, Paul Lazar, MD,
Rima Jibaly, MD, Richard Malone, Timer Sumer, MD,
Randy Roat, Congressman Kildee, Jay Kommareddi,
Lawrence Reynolds, MD, Peter Levine, and Marcia
Gzym.  The majority of his time was spent discussing
the Universal Health Care Bill passed earlier in the year,
and the importance of physicians staying engaged with
Congress and Congressional staffs during the rules
making process to make sure that the outcomes are
appropriate.  Congressman Kildee said that the
Universal Health Care Bill should be classified as one
which is transformational, but will need to be worked
on over the next few years.  Congressman Kildee also
noted that the SGR fix relating to physician payments
will be a priority item in the next Congress.  

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON 

ATTENTION!
If you know of potential

sponsors or advertisers to
support the Genesee

County Medical Society
please contact Marcia at

810-733-9923.
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PPRRAACCTTIICCEE MMAANNAAGGEERRSS

PQRI - EVERYTHING YOU
WANTED TO KNOW!

If you missed last month’s Practice Managers meeting
you really missed a very informative one.  Jill Young from
Young Medical Consultants, LLC gave an educational
presentation on how PQRI works and how to get the most
money for your practice.  

She provided many handouts and recommended that
everyone go the AMA website, download their forms and
adapt them to suit individual practice needs.  She
recommended that everyone from the physician to the
receptionist, play their part in making PQRI work in order
for practices to run smoothly in the recording process.  She
also recommended that physicians and practice managers
get acquainted and comfortable with PQRI reporting. Go
to the PQRI website for help and make sure your EMR
can help you collect all your information into one report.

After the meeting Practice Managers were invited to
stay and discuss specific needs of their practices.  

Check Out Our Website
www.gcms.org
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Eleuterio Lumaque Jr 1
Walter Barkey 2
Mohammad Amin 2
George Predeteanu 4
Bhargavi Raiji 4
Randolph Schumacher 4
Allecia Wilson 4
Miguel Perez-Pascual 5
Lewis Twigg 5
Alicia Alimboyoguen 6
William Macksood 6
Anthony Parillo 6
Sandra Shortt 6
Ahmed Arif 7
Donald Hardman 7
James Wagner 7
Jack Price 8
Nilufer Sumer 8
Afroze Hai 8
Jack Nettleton 9
Abdul Hassan 10
Prasad Kommareddi 10

FOR LEASE
1121 Villa Linde Court, Suite 39. 1,440 Sq ft. 3 Exam Rooms (current
storage room could be 4th exam room). Private Office, Lab, Kitchen, 

2 Bathrooms, Reception and Waiting Rooms. 
Please call 810-691-0776 for information.

OFFICE AVAILABLE
Small office located by front door of Genesee County Medical Society
suite.  Great exposure for businesses seeking visibility with physicians.
Conference room availability possible.  Office size 100 sq. ft. at $12

per sq. ft.  Contact Pete Levine at (810) 733-9925 for details.

DIEBOLD INSURANCE AGENCY
specializes in Malpractice Insurance. For your Professional Coverage

needs throughout Michigan and beyond, Call Kevin Elliott of Diebold
Insurance Agency. (888) 343-2667.

TRANSCRIPTION – DONE LOCALLY
Prompt service at reasonable rates. Quality and dependability. 

Next day turnaround from micro-cassettes or electronic dictation on
request. Free trial. References provided. Call MedWrite 

(810) 244-5835. Ask for Stephane Irwin.

RESIDENTIAL VACANT  LOT
ALMOST 2 ACRES IN WARWICK GROVE SUBDIVISON IN

GRAND BLANC. GATED COMMUNITY, PERFECT FOR
WALKOUT BASEMENT. REDUCED TO $214,900. LAST

AVAILABLE LOT. CALL RENU 810-516-6049.

C L A S S I F I E D S

Chandulal Malde 10
Behrouz Moghtassed 10
Lee Perry 10
Kavita Rajkotia 11
David Barbour 11
Robert Weber 11
John Lusk 12
Prajesh Patel 12
Jerome Kasle 13
Hemant Thawani 13
Jeanne Hicks 14
Berton Mathias 14
Naraharisetty Rao 14
Amitabha Banerjee 15
Tai Kang 15
Krishna Shah 15
John Dobson 16
Sunil Kaushal 16
Mohammed Syed 16
Burhan Tajour 16
Frederick Bruening 18
S Peter Almeida 19

Happy Birthday 
Doctor - OCTOBER

Musa Haffajee 19
Wayne Kinning 19
Margaret Beran 19
Richard Lundeen 20
Vernon Urich 20
Allan Ebert 20
Giovanni Digiannantonio 21
Adrianne Kimler 21
Alex Solik 21
Walter Cukrowski 22
Duane  Bailey 23
Billie Lewis 24
Hugh Grover 24
Robert Yochim 26
Edgardo Balde 27
Vincente Carino 27
Christopher Conlin 27
Christopher Cukrowski 28
Kevin Gaffney 29
Daniel Ryan 29
James Brown 31

A N N O U N C E M E N T :

Hesham Gayar, MD of Grand
Blanc, medical oncologist with
the Radiation Oncology Center,
is reappointed to the Advisory
Council of Arab and Chaldean
American Affairs for a term

expiring September 30, 2014.  

810-767-7184




