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Y O U R  $ $ $ A T  W O R K

Bus 810-695-1990 Ext 190  
Cell 810-813-1407
Fax 810-695-5677

vmakhene@pglr.com  

Let Me Help You Sell Your Existing

House or Find Your Dream Home

Velynda Makhene, REALTOR® 

Great Lakes Realty
536 Perry Road
Grand Blanc, MI 48439                  

$ GCMS met with Congressional staff regarding the importance on fixing the SGR formula

$ GCMS held Washington Update with Congressman Dale Kildee

$ GCMS members held multiple fundraisers for political candidates

$ GCMS communicated with members regarding MDPAC endorsements

$ GCMS help solve a major billing problem for one group practice

$ GCMS communicated on multiple practice management issues                                                              
with Practice Managers and members

$ GCMS worked with the Greater Flint Health Coalition to submit
a Smoking Cessation Grant

ALLIANCE
INTERNATIONAL
LUNCHEON
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Genesee County Medical Society
Board of Directors Meeting – June 22, 2010

MINUTES

Motion:
That the Budget to Actual Report for
the period ending May 31, 2010 be
approved as presented.  The Motion
Carried.

Motion:
That the GCMS members be polled via
email to see who would like to receive
electronic versions of the Bulletin verses
the print 
versions. The Motion Carried.

Motion:
That the requests for membership
change from Lifetime to Lifetime Retired
for James Martin, MD. The Motion
Carried.

PLEASE
DONATE
When you are mailing donations,
please do not forget the Medical
Foundation. Your donations help
fund charitable activities of the

Genesee County Medical Society.
Please call Peter Levine for more

information on how you can make a
difference in our community at

(810) 733-9925, or send donations
to the GCMS office:

4438 Oak Bridge Dr., Ste. B, 
Flint, MI  48532

Announcement
GCMS members now entitled to 15% discount on 

automobile and homeowners insurance.

For details, contact:

POTTER & ROOSE INSURANCE
810-767-8590

Providers of insurance for the GCMS 
& its members for 50 years.

906 Mott Foundation Bld., Flint, MI 48502

GCMS HAS TWO 
ENDORSED SERVICES:

THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL
Centre of Flint. Please

contact Joanne Pratt at 
810-232-6101. 

PPI COMMUNICATIONS
PHYSICIANS 

ANSWERING SERVICE
Please contact Debbie Green

at 810-733-9921.

McLaren Resident:s
Savan D. Patel, MD

Jenese Reynolds, MD

Genesys Resident:
Gregory Harris, DO

Hurley Resident:
Hussein Warda, MD

G C M S / M S M S  
N E W  M E M B E R  
A P P L I C AT I O N S
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✷ PEDIATRIC/INTERNAL MEDICINE PRACTICES
FOR SALE
Flushing, Michigan (near Flint). Combined practice with
thousands of active charts. Gross income in 2009 in excess
of $800,000. Both physicians willing to stay during
transition period up to 2 yrs. Asking $300,000 for both
practices. Real estate available, excellent shape.
Asking $270,000 for bldg. Reasonably priced.

✷ 30-YEAR-OLD FAMILY PRACTICE FOR SALE
West Branch, Michigan. Situated on 4 acres, 1,200 sq.ft.
building, 3 exam rooms, 2,000 active charts, no managed
care,very little Medicaid, presently seeing 15-20 patients
Monday thru Thursday. 2009 gross income = $165,000.
Asking $65,000 for practice and $215,000 for real estate.

✷ FOR SALE FAMILY PRACTICE IN IMLAY CITY
Near US-69 & M-53. High visibility, 4-6 exam rooms,
presently seeing patients 2-1/2 days, 30-35 patients per
day or 100 patients weekly. Insurance mix 60% managed
care, 40% Medicare, BCBSM - other. Approx. 2009
revenue $250,000. Asking $83,000 for practice. Real
Estate also available: 1 story, 4,000 sq.ft. building, plenty
of parking. Tax appraisal of $500,000 for real estate. Open
to offers.

✷ MEDICAL EQUIPMENT FINANCING
In today's economy, most lenders are requiring the buyer
to have a down payment of 10% to 20% of the purchase
price on equipment financing. At One Source Capital we
can reduce that cash outlay to 1% to 2% and provide 100
percent financing for qualified buyers which lets you
manage your cash flow more efficiently. For further
information, contact Kevin, our financial specialist at 
248-919-0037.

Thinking about retirement, re-location or expansion of your medical practice? We have Buyers and Sellers for Primary Care,
Internal Medicine and Cardiology Practices. Years of experience, great terms. For more details contact our practice specialist

Joseph at Union Realty. 248-919-0037 or 248-240-2141 (cell) All inquiries are strictly confidential.
www.unionrealtypc.com     jzrenchik@comcast.net



20 The GCMS Bulletin  SEPTEMBER�2010

The medical practitioner has for
some time now been faced with a
difficult dilemma concerning
whether the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) permitted or precluded
communication with attorneys
regarding a patient's medical
condition or status.  This scenario
has usually involved a request from a
defense attorney to meet or conduct
a telephone conference with the
treating provider in an effort to
ascertain opinions the provider
might have on the medical issue
presented.  Plaintiff attorneys were
just as likely to make the request,
albeit such request was usually
accompanied by a medical
authorization executed by the
patient, and was therefore of much
less concern to the physician when it
came to stringent privacy law
compliance.   By comparison, the
request from the defense was much
more troublesome (especially to
office staff processing the request).

These scenarios present in a
variety of legal arenas including:
personal injury, workmen's
compensation, medical malpractice,
domestic relations/custody disputes
and even employment litigation,
among others, and usually relate to a
plaintiff's claim of “damages”.   The
sought-after opinion of the treating
physician is often the lynchpin of the
case.  It is widely perceived that the
treating physician's opinions are
more objective that that of the hired
expert.  

Until now, the law in Michigan
has not been well-settled on this
subject following HIPAA's
enactment in 1996.  Under HIPAA,
the general rule pertaining to the
disclosure of protected health
information is that a covered entity
may not use or disclose protected
health information without a
written authorization from the
individual, or, alternatively, the
opportunity for the individual to
agree or object.  Historically,
Michigan law provided that defense
counsel was permitted to seek an ex
parte  interview with a plaintiff's
treating  physician once the plaintiff
had waived the physician-patient
privilege by placing his or her
medical condition at issue. 

Michigan Compiled Laws
Section 600.2157 establishes the
physician-patient privilege and also
sets forth the rule on waiver of the
privilege.  It states in part as
follows:

Except as otherwise provided
by law, a person duly
authorized to practice
medicine or surgery shall not
disclose any information that
the person has acquired in
attending a patient in a
professional character, if the
information was necessary to
enable the person to prescribe
for the patient as a physician,
or to do any act for the
patient as a surgeon.  If the
patient brings an action
against any defendant to

PHYSICIAN-ATTORNEY COMMUNICATIONS 
A MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT UPDATE

recover for any personal
injuries, or for any
malpractice, and the patient
produces a physician as a
witness in the patient's own
behalf who has treated the
patient for the injury or for
any disease or condition for
which the malpractice is
alleged, the patient shall be
considered to have waived the
privilege provided in this
section as to another
physician who has treated the
patient for the injuries,
disease, or condition
[Emphasis added.] 

Prior to HIPAA, the Michigan
courts interpreted the above statute
to mean that “absent a privilege no
party is entitled to restrict an
opponent's access to a witness, ”
and “[o]nce the privilege is waived,
there is no sound legal or policy
grounds for restricting access to a
witness.”  Domako v Rowe, 438
Mich 347, 361 (1991).  This had
all but changed in 1996, until now.  

Most recently, the
Michigan Supreme Court handed
down its long-awaited decision on
the issue of whether HIPAA
preempted Michigan law permitting
ex parte interviews.    The court
held that ex parte interviews are
permitted under Michigan law and
nothing in HIPAA specifically
precludes them.  As such, the court
concluded that Michigan's
approach to informal discovery, vis-
à-vis the interview in lieu of

By Jonathan M. Hartman, Cline, Cline & Griffin
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expensive and many times otherwise
unnecessary depositions, which
permits defense counsel to seek an
ex parte interview with a plaintiff's
treating physician is not contrary to
HIPAA and may be conducted
largely at the physician's discretion.
Id. 

In sum, the physician does not
have to grant the attorney's request
to meet or discuss the case on an
informal basis, but may do so
lawfully.  The alternative is that
sometimes a refusal might result in
a subpoena to the physician for
deposition or trial testimony.  The
provider may now disclose
otherwise protected health
information to an attorney (usually
defense) who does not possess a
signed medical authorization under
the following situations:  (1)
subpoena (mandatory); and/or (2)
informal meeting or discussion
(discretionary)  - as long as the
physician is assured that reasonable
efforts have been made to secure (by
the attorney from the court) a
protective order (usually requiring
the disposal of all otherwise
protected health information at the
conclusion of the case).  The
physician is also reminded of his or
her proprietary right in medical
opinions and entitlement of fair
compensation for time spent in
preparation for and attendance at
meeting or telephone conferences.
Notwithstanding, absent proper
receipt of a subpoena, the physician
can always politely decline the
inquiry altogether.  That should
settle the issue, at least for the time-
being.

GCMS MEETINGS - SEPTEMBER 2010

Recessed for Labor Day - Legislative Liaison @ GCMS

9/1, 7:30 a.m. - Bulletin Committee @ GCMS

9/20, 12 Noon - Membership Committee @ GCMS 

9/22, 12:30 p.m. - Community & Environmental 
Health Committee @ GCMS

9/23, 8 a.m. - Practice Managers @ GCMS - Topic: Collections

9/28, 5:15 p.m. - Finance Committee @ GCMS

9/28, 6 p.m. GCMS Board of Directors @ GCMS

Check Out Our Website
www.gcms.org



The GCMS Bulletin 22 SEPTEMBER�2010

Aruna Anne 1
Pratap Aravapalli 1
John Chahbazi 1
Vani Manyam 1
Brian Shapiro 1
Doris Suciu 1
Eugene Becker 3
Douglas Congdon 4
Ramotsumi Makhene 4
Bonita Wang 4
Damayanthi Pandrangi 5
Alexander Chan 6
Joyce Fahrner 7
Rosemarie Kennedy 7
Linda Lawrence 7
Joseph Kingsbury 8
Richard McMurray 9
Robert Soderstrom 9
Richard Kovan 10
Marjorie Otero 10
Pamela Dasher 10
Scott Garner 11

MEDICAL OFFICE FOR LEASE
234 W. Caroline, Fenton, 1,984 Sq. Feet

6 Exam Rooms, 2 Lab Areas, Private Doctor's Office
Willing to Remodel to Suit, Contact (810) 691-0776.

OFFICE AVAILABLE
Small office located by front door of Genesee County Medical Society
suite.  Great exposure for businesses seeking visibility with physicians.
Conference room availability possible.  Office size 100 sq. ft. at $12

per sq. ft.  Contact Pete Levine at (810) 733-9925 for details.

DIEBOLD INSURANCE AGENCY
specializes in Malpractice Insurance. For your Professional Coverage

needs throughout Michigan and beyond, Call Kevin Elliott of Diebold
Insurance Agency. (888) 343-2667.

C L A S S I F I E D S

Check Out Our Website
www.gcms.org

Gary Weber 11
Ishwar Dass 13
Neelam Dutt 13
John Love 13
Kelvin Callaway 13
Norman Walter 13
Rommel Aquino 13
Roger Black 15
John Doyle 16
James Kure 16
Pradyumna Kuver 16
David Diskin 18
Michael Beer 18
Albert Macksood 18
Theodore Fellenbaum 18
M. Monir Khoulani 19
Cristian Hutanu 19
Pongchayut Surapipith 20
Peter Farrehi 21
Michele Kreft 21
Saqib Ahmad 22
Donald Robinson 22

Happy Birthday 
Doctor - SEPTEMBER

Joon Park 23
George West 23
John Carr 24
Terry Krznarich 25
Benjamin Ramirez 25
Mahesh Sharman 25
Hung Ming Chu 26
Burt Parliament 26
Keith Heslinger 27
Paul Dake 27
Eugene Chardoul 28
Sergio Ponze 28
Rosario Villareal 28
Manoharan Eustace 29
Barry Miller 29
Peter Moody 29
Nkechi Onwuzurike 29
Stephen Kalstein 30
Robert Molnar 30
Ahmad Abdel-Halim 30
Kenneth Steibel 30
Jeffrey Rohr 30




