




















YOUR $$$ AT WORK > S—

s GCMS met with Congressional staff regarding the importance on fixing the SGR formula
s GCMS held Washington Update with Congressman Dale Kildee
s GCMS members held multiple fundraisers for political candidates

s GCMS communicated with members regarding MDPAC endorsements

LET ME HELP YOU SELL YOUR EXISTING

s GCMS help solve a major billing problem for one group practice

HOUSE OR FIND YOUR DREAM HOME

s GCMS communicated on multiple practice management issues
with Practice Managers and members

Velynda Makhene, REALTOR® Bus 810-695-1990 Ext 190 s GCMS worked with the Greater Flint Health Coalition to submit
Great Lakes Realty Cell 810-813-1407 a Smoking Cessation Grant

536 Perry Road Fax 810-695-5677
Grand Blanc, Ml 48439 vmakhene@pgir.com

ALLIANCE
INTERNATIONAL
LUNCHEON

TUESDAY, Sept. 28th

at the home of Amita Desai
10:30 a.m. - Social Time
11:00 a.m. - Luncheon

Bring a dish to pass that will
feed 10 - 15, or $20.

Bring articles for Drs. and Their
Families Make a Difference Bags

RSVP:

to Mary Ryan at (810) 235-3415
or

Anita Mannam at
amannam@sbcglobal.net
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Genesee County Medical Society

Board of Directors Meeting — june 22, 2010

Motion:

That the Budget to Actual Report for
the period ending May 31, 2010 be
approved as presented. The Motion
Carried.

Motion:

That the GCMS members be polled via
email to see who would like to receive
electronic versions of the Bulletin verses
the print

versions. “The Motion Carried.

Motion:
That the requests for membership

change from Lifetime to Lifetime Retired

for James Martin, MD. The Motion
Carried.

GCMS HAS TWO
ENDORSED SERVICES:
THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL
Centre of Flint. Please
contact Joanne Pratt at
810-232-6101.

PPl COMMUNICATIONS
PHYSICIANS
ANSWERING SERVICE
Please contact Debbie Green
at 810-733-9921.
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MINUTES

"He HEALTH
LAW
PARTNERS

At HLR knowledge of health law is complemented by a client-focused approach
that emphasizes responsiveness, cost-sensitivity, and attentiveness to clients’
business objectives. HLP's altorneys have over 40 years of combined experience
in health law and have represented clients in substantially all areas of health law,
with particular emphasis on the following practice areqas:

¥ Licensure & Siaff Privilege Matiers W ARF Is of RAC, Medi , Medicaid &
¥ Healtheare Litigatien Other Third Party Payor Claim Denials
¥ Healiheare Invesiigations & Overpayment Demands

W Stark, Anfi-Kickback, Fraud & Abuse, ¥ Healthcare Ceniractual, Corporate

& Other Regulatory Analyses & Transactional Matiers
H Physician Group Pracfice Ancillary Services ® Compliance & HIPAA
Integration and € Joint ¥ Healtheare Billing & Reimbursement

ichigan 48034
hehlp.com
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Announcement

GCMS members now entitled to 15% discount on
automobile and homeowners insurance.

For details, contact:

POTTER & ROOSE INSURANCE

810-767-8590

Providers of insurance for the GCMS
& its members for 50 years.

906 Mott Foundation Bld., Flint, MI 48502

Sychronized with

Practice Management

* Certified Vendor with BCBSM EDI
* Electronic Claims. . . it's FREE

* Live Support with “real” people ... it's FREE
* On Site Training . . . it’s FREE

Program Features:
* Window Based * Single/Multi-User
* Automatic Posting * Electronic & Paper Claims

' * Price Starts Below $12,000
Complete System Includes:
¢ All Equipment * All Software
* One Year Warranty & Maintenance
1igh-tech solutions with old-fashioned service
Serving the medical community since 1981
—

= (GOLONIAL VALLEY SOFTWARE
MEDICAL SYSTEMS

1.800.359.1002
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GCMS/MSMS
NEW MEMBER
APPLICATIONS

McLaren Resident:s
Savan D. Patel, MD
Jenese Reynolds, MD

Genesys Resident:
Gregory Harris, DO

Hurley Resident:
Hussein Warda, MD

PLEASE
DONATE

When you are mailing donations,
please do not forget the Medical
Foundation. Your donations help
fund charitable activities of the

Genesee County Medical Society.

Please call Peter Levine for more
information on how you can make a
difference in our community at
(810) 733-9925, or send donations
to the GCMS office:

4438 Oak Bridge Dr., Ste. B,
Flint, Ml 48532
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Experience the Difference

For Physicians
Accurate reporting &
timely communication
Consult with a radiologist
at any time
Online access to studies
& reports
Patient focused approach
to care aids in diagnosis
22\ ) and prompt treatment l

For Your Staff For Your Patients

H
Friendly, helpful scheduling Five convenient locations
staff to improve efficiencies offering a full range
Ability to work patients of imaging studies

in quickly REGIONALW MEDICAL IMAGING [ e b L £
Physician relations specialist weekend appointments

to answer questions & Clearly. Better. Choice. Prompt appointment

resolve issues scheduling

Educational materials for Team oriented approach

use with your patients (810) 73?']9]9 to providing an accurate
www.rmipc.net diagnosis

o Our Experience
i L Mid-Michigan’s imaging
leader for 25 years

Always at the forefront
of innovation
Comprehensive women's
Imaging services

ACR Breast Imaging
Center of Excellence

Fenton = Grand Blanc = Villa Linde = Davison

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

3 PEDIATRIC/INTERNAL MEDICINE PRACTICES
FOR SALE

Flushing, Michigan (near Flint). Combined practice with
thousands of active charts. Gross income in 2009 in excess
of $800,000. Both physicians willing to stay during
transition period up to 2 yrs. Asking $300,000 for both
practices. Real estate available, excellent shape.

Asking $270,000 for bldg. Reasonably priced.

% 30-YEAR-OLD FAMILY PRACTICE FOR SALE
West Branch, Michigan. Situated on 4 acres, 1,200 sq.ft.
building, 3 exam rooms, 2,000 active charts, no managed
care,very little Medicaid, presently seeing 15-20 patients
Monday thru Thursday. 2009 gross income = $165,000.
Asking $65,000 for practice and $215,000 for real estate.

% FOR SALE FAMILY PRACTICE IN IMLAY CITY
Near US-69 & M-53. High visibility, 4-6 exam rooms,
presently seeing patients 2-1/2 days, 30-35 patients per
day or 100 patients weekly. Insurance mix 60% managed
care, 40% Medicare, BCBSM - other. Approx. 2009
revenue $250,000. Asking $83,000 for practice. Real
Estate also available: 1 story, 4,000 sq.ft. building, plenty
of parking. Tax appraisal of $500,000 for real estate. Open
to offers.

3% MEDICAL EQUIPMENT FINANCING

In today's economy, most lenders are requiring the buyer
to have a down payment of 10% to 20% of the purchase
price on equipment financing. At One Source Capital we
can reduce that cash outlay to 1% to 2% and provide 100
percent financing for qualified buyers which lets you
manage your cash flow more efficiently. For further
information, contact Kevin, our financial specialist at

248-919-0037.

Thinking about retirement, re-location or expansion of your medical practice? We have Buyers and Sellers for Primary Care,
Internal Medicine and Cardiology Practices. Years of experience, great terms. For more details contact our practice specialist
Joseph at Union Realty. 248-919-0037 or 248-240-2141 (cell) All inquiries are strictly confidential.
www.unionrealtypc.com  jzrenchik@comcast.net

The GCMS Bulletin

Identify your
financial
opportunities
and optimize
your payments.

810.750.6822 + mktg@TheRybarGroup.com
www, TheRybarGroup.com

HEALTHCARE FINANCTAL CONSUTTANTS

Payrment Solutions To Your Paymeni Challenges
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LEGAL ADVISOR

>

PHYSICIAN-ATTORNEY COMMUNICATIONS
A MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT UPDATE

By Jonathan M. Hartman, Cline, Cline & Griffin

The medical practitioner has for
some time now been faced with a
difficult dilemma concerning
whether the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) permitted or precluded
communication with attorneys
regarding a patient's medical
condition or status. This scenario
has usually involved a request from a
defense attorney to meet or conduct
a telephone conference with the
treating provider in an effort to
ascertain opinions the provider
might have on the medical issue
presented. Plaintiff attorneys were
just as likely to make the request,
albeit such request was usually
accompanied by a medical
authorization executed by the
patient, and was therefore of much
less concern to the physician when it
came to stringent privacy law
compliance. By comparison, the
request from the defense was much
more troublesome (especially to
office staff processing the request).

These scenarios present in a
variety of legal arenas including:
personal injury, workmen's
compensation, medical malpractice,
domestic relations/custody disputes
and even employment litigation,
among others, and usually relate to a
plaintiff's claim of “damages”. The
sought-after opinion of the treating
physician is often the lynchpin of the
case. It is widely perceived that the
treating physician's opinions are
more objective that that of the hired
expert.
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Until now, the law in Michigan
has not been well-settled on this
subject following HIPAA's
enactment in 1996. Under HIPAA,
the general rule pertaining to the
disclosure of protected health
information is that a covered entity
may not use or disclose protected
health information without a
written authorization from the
individual, or, alternatively, the
opportunity for the individual to
agree or object. Historically,
Michigan law provided that defense
counsel was permitted to seek an ex
parte interview with a plaintiff's
treating physician once the plaindiff
had waived the physician-patient
privilege by placing his or her
medical condition at issue.

Michigan Compiled Laws
Section 600.2157 establishes the
physician-patient privilege and also
sets forth the rule on waiver of the
privilege. It states in part as
follows:

Except as otherwise provided
by law, a person duly
authorized to practice
medicine or surgery shall not
disclose any information that
the person has acquired in
attending a patient in a
professional character, if the
information was necessary to
enable the person to prescribe
for the patient as a physician,
or to do any act for the
patient as a surgeon. If the
patient brings an action
against any defendant to

recover for any personal
injuries, or for any
malpractice, and the patient
produces a physician as a
witness in the patient's own
behalf who has treated the
patient for the injury or for
any disease or condition for
which the malpractice is
alleged, the patient shall be
considered to have waived the
privilege provided in this
section as to another
physician who has treated the
patient for the injuries,
disease, or condition
[Emphasis added.]

Prior to HIPAA, the Michigan
courts interpreted the above statute
to mean that “absent a privilege no
party is entitled to restrict an
opponent's access to a witness, ~
and “[o]nce the privilege is waived,
there is no sound legal or policy
grounds for restricting access to a
witness.” Domako v Rowe, 438
Mich 347, 361 (1991). This had
all but changed in 1996, until now.

Most recently, the
Michigan Supreme Court handed
down its long-awaited decision on
the issue of whether HIPAA
preempted Michigan law permitting
ex parte interviews. The court
held that ex parte interviews are
permitted under Michigan law and
nothing in HIPAA specifically
precludes them. As such, the court
concluded that Michigan's
approach to informal discovery, vis-
a-vis the interview in lieu of
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expensive and many times otherwise
unnecessary depositions, which
permits defense counsel to seek an
ex parte interview with a plaintift's
treating physician is not contrary to
HIPAA and may be conducted
largely at the physician's discretion.
Id.

In sum, the physician does not
have to grant the attorney's request
to meet or discuss the case on an
informal basis, but may do so
lawfully. The alternative is that
sometimes a refusal might result in
a subpoena to the physician for
deposition or trial testimony. The
provider may now disclose
otherwise protected health
information to an attorney (usually
defense) who does not possess a
signed medical authorization under
the following situations: (1)
subpoena (mandatory); and/or (2)
informal meeting or discussion
(discretionary) - as long as the
physician is assured that reasonable
efforts have been made to secure (by
the attorney from the court) a
protective order (usually requiring
the disposal of all otherwise
protected health information at the
conclusion of the case). The
physician is also reminded of his or
her proprietary right in medical
opinions and entitlement of fair
compensation for time spent in
preparation for and attendance at
meeting or telephone conferences.
Notwithstanding, absent proper
receipt of a subpoena, the physician
can always politely decline the
inquiry altogether. That should
settle the issue, at least for the time-

being.
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TRUST EXPERIENCE.
COUNT ON COMMITMENT.

Malpractice | Real Fstate & Businecss
Litigation | Licensing | Wills & Trusts
Probate | Family | Personal Injury
Crimmal Defense | Corporate

Walter P. Gniffin | Timothy TT. Knccht
Jonathan M. Hartman | (Glenn M. Simmingion
J. Brian MacDenald | Jose” I. Brown

R. Paul Vance

Attorneys at Law | Since 1928 | www.ccglawyers.com | 810.232.3141

GCMS MEETINGS - sepTeMBER 2010

Recessed for Labor Day - Legislative Liaison @ GCMS
9/1, 7:30 a.m. - Bulletin Committee @ GCMS
9/20, 12 Noon - Membership Committee @ GCMS
9/22, 12:30 p.m. - Community & Environmental
Health Committee @ GCMS
9/23, 8 a.m. - Practice Managers @ GCMS - Topic: Collections

9/28, 5:15 p.m. - Finance Committee @ GCMS

9/28, 6 p.m. GCMS Board of Directors @ GCMS

Check Out Our Website
www.gcms.org
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Aruna Anne

Pratap Aravapalli
John Chahbazi

Vani Manyam

Brian Shapiro

Doris Suciu

Eugene Becker
Douglas Congdon
Ramotsumi Makhene
Bonita Wang

Damayanthi Pandrangi

Alexander Chan
Joyce Fahrner
Rosemarie Kennedy
Linda Lawrence
Joseph Kingsbury
Richard McMurray
Robert Soderstrom
Richard Kovan
Marjorie Otero
Pamela Dasher
Scott Garner

OCOONNNOORARPRAPRPWAL L 2

Happy Birthday
—__Doctor - SEPTEMBER

Gary Weber
Ishwar Dass
Neelam Dutt
John Love

Kelvin Callaway
Norman Walter
Rommel Aquino
Roger Black

John Doyle
James Kure
Pradyumna Kuver
David Diskin
Michael Beer
Albert Macksood
Theodore Fellenbaum
M. Monir Khoulani
Cristian Hutanu
Pongchayut Surapipith
Peter Farrehi
Michele Kreft
Sagib Ahmad
Donald Robinson

CLASSIFIEDS
\

MEDICAL OFFICE FOR LEASE
234 W. Caroline, Fenton, 1,984 Sq. Feet

OFFICE AVAILABLE

6 Exam Rooms, 2 Lab Areas, Private Doctor's Office
Willing to Remodel to Suit, Contact (810) 691-0776.

Small office located by front door of Genesee County Medical Society
suite. Great exposure for businesses seeking visibility with physicians.
Conference room availability possible. Office size 100 sq. ft. at $12
per sq. ft. Contact Pete Levine at (810) 733-9925 for details.
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DIEBOLD INSURANCE AGENCY

specializes in Malpractice Insurance. For your Professional Coverage
needs throughout Michigan and beyond, Call Kevin Elliott of Diebold
Insurance Agency. (888) 343-2667.

Check Out Our Website

www.gcms.org
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No Better Deal than MSMS!

Joon Park 23 <

George West 23 N

John Carr 24 N

Terry Krznarich 25

Benjamin Ramirez 25 !

Mahesh Sharman 25 \ AN |

Hung Ming Chu 26 -

Burt Parliament 26

Keith Heslinger 27 True or False

Paul Dake 27

Euggne Chardoul 23 1. MSMS insures all types of groups.

Serglo_ Popze 28 MSMS insures only physician groups. While other agents (I True %alse
Rosario Villareal 28 insure grocery stores and muffler shops, MSMS specializes in
Manoharan Eustace 29 the needs of physicians.

Barry Miller 29

el ool 29 2. MSMS has higher rates than other agents for

Nkechi Onwuzurike 29

. Blue Cross Blue Shield. ﬂ
Stephen Kalstein 30 Absolutely false. BCBSM rates are the same for all chamber [True MiFalse
Robert Molnar , 30 and association groups. If someone shows you a lower rate, it
Ahmad Abdel-Halim 30 is for less coverage
Kenneth Steibel 30 :
Jeffrey Rohr 30 3. MSMS has no advantages over other agents. w
Among other advantages, MSMS can offer your spouse UTrue MFalse

a group-like product (spousal continuation) if a member
passes away. Other agents offer only individual policies with
little or no prescription drug coverage. MSMS can also offer

physicians a separate plan for employees in small groups.
4. MSMS groups must call BCBSM directly to solve
claims issues.
MSMS has a staff of dedicated customer service U True %alse
FLINT JOURNAL

2010 WINNER representatives who will act as your advocate in issues of
claims and billings.

5. MSMS does not offer benefits management
services.
MSMS has qualified benefits managers to handle all of your [ True ﬂFalse

needs in HRA, HSA and FSA. MSMS offers FREE COBRA
administration to its groups of 20 or more.

O FEfGIENESEE

GENESEE COUNTY

6. There is no better deal than MSMS.
MEDICAL SOCIETY Nobody can give you the service, the choices and the mrue U] False
COMPANY TO expertise that MSMS gives its members.
WORK FOR

MICHIGAN S5TATE MEDICAL SOCIETY
Physicians

g .Insurance
B Agency

The Flint Journal and MLive.com

2010 Best of Genesee 5 ’ 4 . é : /
Readers Chaice W i

ri: JOURNAL Millive

877-PIA-ASK-US (742-2758) * www.msmsinsurance.org ® msmsagency@msms.org
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h, Save, Support

Liability Coverage from American Physicians
Works for You...and All Michigan Doctors

Did you know that American Physicians
invests significant financial and other
resources in the Michigan State Medical
Society and Michigan Osteopathic
Association? This support allows MSMS
and MOA to continue their work on
your behalf without raising membership
dues.

It's also the reason MSMS and MOA
are asking you to switch if you're
not already a policyholder. American
Physicians will strive to offer you a
better rate or at least match your current
premium.

If the cost is competitive, it just makes
sense to:

SWITCH...to American Physicians, the
company trusted by Michigan’s leading
doctors.

SAVE. .. by taking advantage of the
opportunity to possibly reduce your
current liability premium. (Plus, MSMS
and MOA doctors automatically receive
a 3% Member Rewards discount.)

SUPPORT...the medical profession and
help keep Michigan a good place to
practice.

It's easy! For a free premium quotation,
call American Physicians at 800-748-0465
(ext. 6774), request a quote at www.
apassurance.com, or send an e-mail to
marketing@apassurance.com.

American ¢y
Physwmns
ASSURANCE CORPORATION

Practices That Set The Standard

Professional
Liability
Insurance

Since
1976

Exclusively endorsed by the Michigan State Medical Society ® A preferred partner of the Michigan Osteopathic Association
Rated A-"Excellent” by A.M. Best @ Headquartered in Michigan ® www.apassurance.com




